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Introduction to Tracking

New York State’s Environmental Public Health Tracking (EPHT) Program “Tracking” focuses on

understanding how hazards in the environment, exposures, and diseases change over time or across
regions. Environmental Public Health Tracking is a national program led by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention to share data and analyze trends in environmental health across the nation. It
is intended to provide better public access to environmental health information and support research,

programs and policies that may help protect our communities.

This publication provides a guide to navigating New York State’s Environmental Public Health Tracking
website and New York State’s application the Environmental Public Health Tracker. The Environmental

Public Health Tracking website is located on the New York State Department of Health’s website at
www.health.ny.gov. To navigate to the Tracking home page, select “"Environmental Public Health

Tracking” in the Current Issues box on the left hand side of the home page. The home page of New

YorkState’s Tracking Program is www.health.ny.gov/environmental/public_health_tracking/

€ New York state Uepartrrﬂt of Health iandO!US lnlerrlet txplﬂer

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

@ Q 2 | @ http://www.health.ny.gov/
7.4 Favorites ‘ =

‘ @ New York State Department of Health ‘

New

\ YOr

State Agencies

Department of Health

Information for a Healthy New York

x

Commissioner's Home
Page

2011 Press Releases Health News

And M. C
g i coome % _ DONATE
\" Governor's Home Page ~

@ Governor's Newsroom ) {,..h"‘ _ HEahh(al’ERefﬂlm-ﬂy.go\' 5 =
Help Redesign Medicaid
. B

Nirav R. Shah, M.D., N Y Hew

I MI.?XI., Cn;missiuner I n ew Or

ollo DECEMBER 29, 2011
Twitter | Facebook

YouTube™ State Health Department Awards $500,000 in Doctors Across New York Funds to Support Physicians Practicing in Underserved Communities
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The New York State Department of Health (DOH) has suspended the laboratory permit of St John's Episcopal Hospital in Far Rockaway, Queens, for blood tra
related testing. This action was taken after a DOH inspection found that the hospital failed to meet accepted standards for blood transfusion and blood bank s¢
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rackin >
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Tracking Website

Tracking Home Page
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Site Contents
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New York's Environmental Public Health Tracking (EPHT) Program focuses on tracking environmental and health patterns and trends. Birth, Death, Marriage & Divorce

Publications Tracking helps us understand how hazards in the environment, exposures, and diseases change over time or across regions. Records
Environmental Public Health Tracking is a national program led by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to share data and _—
g‘*’”gwg’am l analyze trends in environmental health across the nation. It is intended to provide better public access to environmental health Health Insurance Programs
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Revised: February 2010 Disdlaimer Privacy Policy  Accessibility Questions or comments: epht@health, state,ny.us

The Tracking home page includes three main navigations areas:

1) A Tracking Contents menu in the upper-left of the page to explore information on the
site

2) A link to the Environmental Public Health Tracker below the Tracking Contents menu
to query select data and view maps, charts and tables

3) Direct links to select environmental and health data on the site in main area of the
homepage.

Information on the site focuses largely on Tracking data and how it might be useful.

Types of data include environmental data, health data, exposure data, demographics
data and data on personal behaviors.
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Environmental and Health Data Links

When users click on the Environmental and Health data links in main area of the home page they will
go to pages to learn more about Tracking data, including the data types, possible uses, limitations,
information on how New York State collects the data, and finally some national and state data sources
for each type of data.

Example of Environmental Health Data link Destination

Home Page  Environrmental Public Heslth Tracking Dats

Health Data
What it Can Tell Us

Health data can tell us about rates of some diseases and health conditions.

What it Cannot Tell Us

The data provide little information about possibly related environmental hazards or exposures. Most county and ZIP Code maps and
tables reflect people's addresses at the time of their diaghoses. This information tells us very little about their contact with
environmental hazards (environmental exposures) that may be related to their health condition. Many diseases, like cancer, take a long
time to develop. So, it is likely that exposures that occurred many years in the past would be more related to the disease. Those
exposuras might not be associated with a person's residence when they were diagnosed.

Data Sources

We T T Lype and/or source of data, timeframe, geographic coverage and presentation (tables, maps or reports), Links to
national data or data from other states are also provided.

Asthma

Birth Defects {Congenital Malformations)
Birth Cutcomes

Cancer

Heart Disease and Stroke

Wital Statistics

Other Health Data

About

The Department of Health collects information on many diseases and health conditions on an ongoing basis. Information is compiled into
data tables, maps and reports, which are updated periodically. Data are provided geographically, for example, for New York State as a
whole, by county, or by ZIP code, In some cases, users will find explanations about how data are collected, presented and checked for
accuracy. These are usually entitled "Frequently Asked Questions” (FAQs), "About the data,” or "Please read first."

Mot all data sets were developed for tracking. For example, some are intended to provide a record of hirths and deaths, or to track
hospital use, Factors related to how data are collected and which data are presented might affect estimates and comparisons when
using them to estimate disease rates or to track trends across the state.

Users may select a Data Source to view pages that include data descriptions and, if available,

links to the Environmental Public Health Tracker, a tool to view maps, graphs and tables of select
environmental health data. This information may be useful to provide basic introduction to the types
of health and environmental data used in Tracking.

Example of Data Source Destination

Asthma Data
New York State

Links to Environmental Public
Health Tracker Application

Environmental Public Health Trackd

ack Asthma Hospital

wiew the ne

PP SErPate of asthma hospitalizations on maps, graphs, and tables. Find more about the symptoms,
causes and contral of asthma

Asthma hospital discharge data
Provides asthma hospital discharge rates from the Statewide Planning and Research Cooperative System (SPARCS), a
database containing information about sl hospitalizations in NY State. Rates are rates per 10,000 persons. Includes
imfarmation about asthrna hospital discharge data,

Data type: Hospital discharges
Data source: SPARCS

Timeframe: For state, region and county, annual data for 3 years with awerage annual rate, updated annually. For ZIP Code,
3-year totals with average annual rate, updated annually,

Geographic coverage: NY State, region, county, 2IP code (tables and maps)

Comments: Data are numbers of hospitalizations, so if these data are used to examine the number of people with asthma,
double counting may occur when the same person has multiple hospitalizations. Also, people who are hospitalized with asthma
represent only a portion of peaple with asthma.

Asthma deaths and death rates
Provides data from death certificates where primary reason for death was asthma, Mortality rates are per 1,000,000 persans,

Both non-adjusted and adjusted rates are presented, with rates adjusted using the 2000 U.S. Standard Population. Includes
information about asthma deaths and death rates data.

Data source: vital Records, Bureau of Biometrics and Health Statistics
Timeframe: annual data for 3 years with average annual rate, updated annually.
Geographic coverage: NY State, region, county (tables and maps)

Adult asthma prevalence
Information from the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS), an annual statewide telephone surveillance system
designed by the U.S. Centers far Disease Cantrol and Frevention (CDC) that manitars factors contributing to the leading
causes of iliness, injury and mortality, New Yark State's BRFSS sample represents the non-institutionalized adult househald
population, aged 18 years and alder.

Data source: BRFSS
Timeframe: nnual Data 5
Geographic coverage: NY State

Comments: Thers are potential sources of srror associated with a telephone survey. Fecple without telephone servics or who
live in non-residential settings such as military bases ar nursing homes are not induded. Since estimates are based on results
from a sample of the population that is interviewed, sampling error may also be an issue
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The En

vironmental Public Health Tracker

The Environmental Public Health Tracker (Tracker) is a tool for users to query data and
view select environmental health data, maps and charts. It allows users to learn more
about environmental and health topics, view data for New York State, or link to national
data on the Center for Disease Control’s Environmental Public Health Tracking Network.

The Tracker c
marked New
Users can als

Finding the

an be accessed from the Tracking home page by clicking inside the box
Interactive Tool underneath the Tracking Contents Box, as shown below.
0 go directly to the Tracker via www.health.ny.gov/ephtracker.

Environmental Public Health Tracker

@ Environmental Public Health Trackin

g - Windows Internet Expiorer L 0 N ——

File Edit View Favorites Tools
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Tracking Home

About Environmental Health,
Tracking and Exposure

Data

Publications

Tracking Program

Glossary

Environmental Public
Health Tracker

Use thio e P2 sraphs
and tables of select environmental
health data.

Revised: February 2010 Disclaimer  Pri

You are Here: Home Page > Health and Safety in the Home, Workplace and Outdoors > Environmental Public Health Tracking

Environmental Public Health Tracking

Exploring Connections Between Environment and Health

New York's Environmental Public Health Tracking (EPHT) Program focuses on tracking environmental and health patterns and trends. Tracking helps us understand how hazards in the
environment, exposures, and diseases change over time or across regions. Environmental Public Health Tracking is a national program led by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention to share data and analyze trends in environmental health across the nation. It is intended to provide better public access to environmental health information and support
research, programs and policies that may help protect our communities.

| Leam more about tracking and view environmental, health and other data useful to exploring connections between the environment and human health.

Environmental and Health Data

Includes New York State and national data.

Environmental

Air, water, hazardous waste, radon, pesticides

Health

Cancer, birth outcomes, asthma, and more

Exposures

Measured concentrations of chemicals in people’s bodies (e.g. blood lead levels)
Demographics and Property

Data that describe people - such as age, race and sex — and real property
Personal Choices

People's behavior or lifestyle choices

ivacy Policy Accessibility Question:

€21 mmnl imtrmmt | Demtmmtnd Rdn
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Navigating the Tracker

Once in the Environmental Public Health Tracker, users can use the View Data menu to select the
types of environmental, health or exposure data that they are interested in viewing. These types
of data are referred to as content areas. Select a content area by clicking on the link underneath
View Data. Users can also use the Learn More links to get more information about Tracking and

environmental health data.

Tracker Content Areas

Department of Health

Information for a Healthy New York

skip to main content

.A—Z [nde)(.|'-En Espafiol | .He\p.|'-ccnta(t.| -Hume

ere: Home Page > Environmental Public Health Tracking > Environmental Public Health Tracker

Environmental Public Health Tracker

Environmental Public Health Tracker

State.

by tha =
h. It is intended to'
®nd policies that may help

ect our communities

View Data

* Air Pollution
* Asthma Hospitalizations
* Birth Defects

* Birth Outcomes

* Cancer Incidence

¢ Carbon Monoxide Poisoni
+ Childhood Lead Poisoning
* Drinking Water

s Heart Attack Hosg

ARER®

ospitalizations

Revised: Jantam Disclaimer | Privacy Policy bility | Funding

Use this site to view maps, charts and tables of select environmental health data and learn more about environmental
health topics. These health effects were selected because their occurrence has been shown to be related to environmental
hazards. Environmental hazard data also will be added to provide greater insight into environmental health in New York

Some of these data are shared on the national Environmental Public Health Tracking Network. The Network is an effort
ease Control and Prevention to share data and analyze trends in environmental health across the
yide better public access to environmental health information and support research, progra

N

cearn More

Environmental Public Health
Tracking Home

About Environmental Health,
Tracking and Exposure

Other Data

Publications

Tracking Program

Glossary

LEARN
MORE
LINKS

Questions or comments: epht@health.state.ny.us

Each content area has different query options and lets the user view data by a county or by various
measures or indicators. Each content area has options for displaying data including maps, tables, and
charts. The data available for each content area is decided by the national and state Environmental

Public Health Tracking Programs.

The New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene has its own Environmental Public Health
Tracking Program where the user can view New York City data at http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/

tracking/tracking.shtml.
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Tracker Functionality

When users selects a content area, they will have a choice to view data by geography (county or New
York State) or by indicator. The Tracker has several functionalities and displays that vary by content
area. Here are some of the most common querying functionalities and display options. For a summary
of all available Tracker displays by content area see the tables on pages 15-16.

1) Select by Indicator
Most content areas allow the user to select by indicator. Indicators are a measure of environmental
contaminants or exposures or health outcomes. Below are examples.

In the Air Pollution content area, users select and display indicators by pollutant.

VICTYH  Newr York State by Year County Trend |
Pollutant: EOzone fv | vear: | 2006 v || Apply

Ozone Fine pariculate (P 2.5) L‘\um Eight-Hour Average Cor

Standard by County, 21

In the Birth Outcomes content area, users select and display indicators by birth outcomes such as
birth weight, preterm births, mortality, etc.

Birth Outcomes

Birth outcomes are measures related to pregnancy and birth, Health professionals use these kinds of data for
healthcare planning and programs to improve the heath and survival of mothers and infants.,

Viewe by: | County | s o= :TB Maternal Risk Factors |

Select a birth outcome to view a map showing the rate of the selected outcome,

Birth outcome: ESeIect one L || Wiew Map

Selectone

Lovw Birth \Weight

Wery Low Birth Weight
Term Low Birth WWeight
Freterm Births

Wery Praterm Births
Sex Ratio

Infant Martality
MNeonatal Monality
Fostneonatal Morality
Perinatal Morality
Total Fertility Rate

Rewvised: June 2011 Disclairmer  Privace Paolicy | Accessibility | Fundina Acknowledaerment

Users can select indicators by using drop down lists, or by selecting a tab from the Tracker’s View By
option.
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2) Select by Year

Use the drop down lists to select year(s) to display to data. Some content areas allow the user to view
data by specific years while others may only show data in pre-defined years or groupings of years.

Select by Year

Year:

num Eil 2005 verage Cor
512004 y County, 21

2003

2a02

200

g1

3) Select by Sex and Age

Content areas may allow the user to select indicators by age or by sex. Socio-demographics like these
are often linked to differences in health outcomes and exposures.

Selecting by Sex and Age

View by: | County |

Choose from the options below to view a map of the age-adjusted rate of the selected cancer,

@ All ages Ochildhood {ages 0-19)
Cancer | Selectone iv * 4l cancers
Sex | Selectone v * Female and Male

4) Map display or Select by Region

Some content areas display maps or tables by regions in New York State. These regions include New
York City, New York State excluding New York City, and the entire state. Regional level data can be
selected in the Map display drop down lists or by selecting by Region tabs.

Select by Region

View by: " Age | Age and Sex | Month |

Map display @: iMNew York State iv | Apply
Mew vVark State
Mew “vork City 0,000, Mew York State, 2000-2005
Map KEP;JEW “rork State Excluding New “ork City
amlme ! mm o m A mbmA vmdm m
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Tracker Functionality continued

5) Select by County

Most content areas display data at the county level. Users can view data by county by selecting a
county from the County drop down list or by clicking on the county from

below.

Selecting a County on the Map
View by: . Cancer |

Select a county to view a table showing incidence of cancers in that county.

County: | Select one v
Chntor
S1. Lawrence | F 2!
Jafferacn .
Lewis
Hamiten
Warren
. Herkimer
wega
s Washington
Monroe | Wayne Oneida v
Genesss nondaga won i
-- —a x Schenectad
= N Rae Montgomery ————"T y
e = Renzaaiaar
Wyoming Yates 2 e e o
Schuyler Tompking — Chenango Schoharie
Chautauqua Cattaraugus Alegany | S1SUSEN | Cramung Detgware 4. OTE0E Colmbia
Tiegs | Broome
Ulster
Sullvon Dutchess

Bronx s

Orange  Putnam

Hew York
Queans

Richmond

6) Refresh Maps

Rockiand
Wesichester

Suffollc
Nassau

a map like the one shown

Users can select different indicators or change displays by using the refresh map button that updates

displays when users make changes.

Refresh Option

Birth outcome: |Tntal Fertility Rate

VH Fefresh Map ]

Map shading @: |Equal interval

v | Apply |

10
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Tracker Data Displays

Data Tables

All content areas use tables to display data, although table structures vary by content area. All data
that are charted and mapped are also display in a tabular format to meet New York State usability
requirements for web sites.

Sample Data Tables

Birth Outcomes in Albany County

Birth Outcomes 2001-2005

County State State Excluding New York City New York City

Birth Outcome Number  Rate | Number Rate Number Rate Number | Rate
Low Birth Weight o089 S94 73,581 6.11 34,532 5.47 30,040 6.83

Very Low Birth Weight 177 116 13,800 1.15 6,535 1.02 7,365 1.20
Term Low Birth Weight 310 224 27,641 255 12,228 214 15,413 3.02
Preterm Births 1,437 9.4 120,532 10.02 58,677 9.29 61,855 10.82

250 1.63 10,055 158 8,840 1.4 10,215 1.70

Very Preterm Births

Region Males Females | Sex Ratio

County 7,042 6,815 1.03

State | 551951 530,204 1.04

State Excluding New York City | 200.164 249,506 1.04
New York City | 291,787 280,788 1.04

Birth Outcomes 2005-2009

County State State Excluding New York City New York City
Birth Outcome Number Rate | Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate
Infant Mortality 133 8.37 6839 5.5 3674 5.74 3165 5.25
Neonatal Mortality o7 6.1 4632 272 2567 4.01 2065 342
Post-neonatal Mortality 26 2.27 2207 1.77 1107 172 1100 182
Perinatal Mortality 182 1091 13,191 9.9 5,650 8.4 7541 1143
Total Fertility Rate - 1703.71 — 1874.04 — 1057.60 - 185346
Environmental Public Health Tracker
Water Systems Sorted by Average Nitrate Concentration, 2008
Water
Concentration Concentration System
Range (mg/L) | County Water System Population {mg/L) ID
10+ Jefferson CHAMPION WD #1 400 13.89 NY2230021
(GREAT BEND)
10+ Jefferson FORT DRUM 34,000 13.80 MY2212214
Sto 10 Putnam FARM-TO-MARKET 48 a.58 NY3S03710
ASSOCIATES
Sto 10 Sensca FINGERLAKES MOBILE 20 2.27 NY4000686
HOME PARK
Sto 10 Ontario PHELPS VILLAGE 2,118 7.77 NY3401182
Sto 10 Ontario MARBLETOWN-WHITE 45 7.77 NY3420645
ROAD WD
Sto 10 Dutchess CLOVE BRANCH 34 7.71 NY1303217
APARTMENTS
Sto 10 Putnam CERMEL WD 9 440 7.61 NY3IS03648
5to 10 Saratoga BATTLEFIELD TRAILER 30 7.1 NY4501824
PARK
Sto 10 Chautaugua CLYMER WATER 650 6.08 MYO0B00359
Sto 10 Gemeses RIDGEWOOD VILLAGE 130 6.83 NY1818326
rMHP
Sto 10 Dutchess PLEASANT RIDGE 16 5.48 NY1330652
APERTMENTS
Sto 10 Massau HICKSVILLE WD 47,810 6.25 NYzo0zezg
Sto 10 ontario RIVERSIDE PARK 56 6.25 NY3400719
Sto 10 Steuben WAYLAND VILLAGE 1,893 5.24 NYSD01220
Sto 10 Steuben WAYLAND WATER o5 6.24 NYSD30113
DISTRICT
Sto 10 Massau GARDEN CITY (%) 25,000 6.16 NYzo0zE24
Sto 10 Massau CARLE PLACE WD 2,005 6.11 NYzo0zels
Sto 10 cortland MOUNTAIN WIEW s0 5.02 NY1100636
RIlE OO IRT

11
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Tracker Data Displays continued

Graphs and Charts

Some content areas display data in charts and graphs. Charts and graphs
the View by tabs at the top of the Tracker.

Sample Graphs and Charts

can be viewed by selecting

re Here: Home Page > Environmental Public Health Tracking > Environmental Public Health Tracker > Asthma Hospi

Environmental Public Health Tracker

Asthma Hospitalizations

Asthma hospitalization data identify a small percentage of people with asthma, those with the condition serious
enough to reqU|re a hosp|ta\ sta\«r Hosp|ta||zat|0r| data can be used to help identify people most in need of asthma
u the number and rate of asthma hospitalizations.

80

-—-0—--__?'

e -— " ~
3 ~-.
S 60 ~
3
o
“w
H
2
§ 40
s
§ — .
2 [——gu— - — = — — —— -, . — -
20
—
1]
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Year
‘ —# '0-4 years =8 ‘514 years == 15.17 years

= ® 1824 years =H—25 64 years —®—¢5 and above

Asthma Hospitalizations by Age Group, New York State

| Hospitalizations Rate
Age Group 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 2005 | 2000 2001 2002|2002 2004 2005
0-4 years 8,171 8,627 8,401 9,367 8,368 7,132 659 70.7 694 77.5 £69.1 59.2
5-14 years 6,427 6,019 5948 7,061 6,414 5,543 23.9 22.6 22.5 27.1 25.0 222
15-17 years 798 855 832 1,017 824 783 10.4 11.1 10.7 13.0 104 9.6
18-24 years 1,532 1,534 1,601 1,712 1,402 1,267 8.7 84 87 9.2 74 66
25-64 years 17,681 17,178 17,492 19,230 17,462 16,415 17.6 16.9 17.2 18.8 17.0 15.9
65 and above 6,070 6,116 6,379 7,446 7,446 7,494 24,8 24,8 25.8 29.9 30.0 29.0

lavised: May 2009 Disclaimer Privacy Policy | Accessibility  Funding Acknowledgement

Learn More

About Asthma
About Data

Export Data
Other Asthma Data
Contact

12
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Maps
The Tracker uses different mapping templates to display data through thematic shading.

The user has two choices for Map shading: Equal Interval and Percent Difference from the Mean.
Users can select a Map shading from the Map shading drop down list shown below.

An Equal Interval Map is a thematic map classification scheme where the data are divided by the
desired number of data classes, so that the data ranges in each class are the same (e.g. 10-20,
20-30, 30-40, etc.). The major advantage of equal interval classification is that the equal intervals
are easy to interpret. The major disadvantage of this method is that the data distribution is not
considered when determining class breaks for the intervals (only the lower and upper data values are
used). This method has been adapted to deal with outliers by truncating the ranges at the upper and
lower end of the distributions. Data are displayed using a sequential color scheme.

The Equal Interval Map
View by: / Age ] Age and Sex ] Month ]

Map shading @ﬁqual interval A | [ Apply l Printable map &

Heart attack Age-adjusted Hospitalizations per 10,000, Mew York State, 2000-2005 @

Map Key

Color Age-adjusted rate @
O Less than 40
O 40 to 50
(] S0 to 60
= &0 o 70
] 70 and above

Mew Vork State age-adjusted rate: 44.4

Table: Heart Attack Hospitalizations in New York State
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Tracker Data Displays continued

The second Map shading choice is Percent Difference from the Mean. The Percent Difference from
the Mean is a thematic map classification scheme where the data are grouped into intervals by the
percent increase and decrease from the mean (average). The major advantage of this classification
method is that by using the mean as a dividing point, a contrast of values above and below the mean

is easily seen. Data are displayed using a divergent color scheme to show differences on either side of
the middle range.

Percent Difference from the Mean Map

I Elevated Blood Lead Levels I Lead Testing | Older Housing | Childhood Poverty )
Elevated blood lead levels by: Ay

Map shading @: ‘Per:ent difference fram mean | [ Apply ]

Children with Elevated Blood Lead Levels Among Children Tested before Age 6 in 2004-2007 in New York State
Excluding Mew York City
Color Percant
B 20% or more balow NS excuding MYC parcant
O 20-30% below NYS exduding NYS percent

Franks
[ within 20% of the NYS excuding NYC percent St Lawrence  foloott
[0 =z0%-30% ahowe HYS excuding NYC parcent A
B 0% or more above NYS excduding NYC percent L Jefferson

Mew York State excuding Mew vork City percent; 1,1%

Nisgara Oneans
- “Monoe] wayne
Genesee

Onondags: ( Lr
H”"MB Eavuaa S - S<hensctady
Ene’ .
Livingaton Sensca
Wyoming Yates

Chautauqua Caltarsugus Allegany | Steuben Lo mio

Ulst

er
Sullvan Dutchess

el
Orange - utnam

Rockiand
“Westchester
=

R
» . ..-1{"
.m‘s'gqu'r
Nassau
o~

Data Table

» Children with Elevated Blood Levels among Children Tested Before Age 6 in New York State Excluding New York
City
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Summary: Displays by Content Area

Content Area
Air Pollution

View by

New York State by pollutant by year
County trend

Displays

- Statewide Average Concentration Map by

pollutant and by year

- Tables of number of days of maximum

concentration by county and pollutant

- Tables of person days with maximum

concentration by county and pollutant

- Table and Chart by County and Pollutant

Asthma Hospitalizations County - Equal Interval Map of hospitalizations by
Age region and statewide
Age and Sex - Percent Difference from the Mean Map of
Month hospitalizations by region by statewide
- Statewide tables, graphs and charts by age,
age and sex, and month
Birth Defects County - Table of combined birth defects by region
Birth Defect and county
- Statewide Equal Interval Map of combined
birth defects
- Statewide Percent Difference from the
Mean Map of combined birth defects
- Table of birth defect by region and county
Birth Outcomes County - Tables of County and regions by birth

Birth Outcome
Maternal Risk Factors

outcome

- Tables by birth outcomes for regions and

county

- Statewide Equal Interval Map by birth

outcome

- Statewide Percent Difference from the

Mean Map by birth outcome

- Statewide Chart and table by Maternal Risk

Factor

Cancer Incidence

County

All Ages: By Cancer Type: and Sex

Childhood Cancer: By Cancer Type: and Both
Sexes

- County Tables for all cancer types
- Equal Interval Maps by cancer type, for all

ages and sex

- Statewide Percent Difference from the

Mean Map by Cancer type, for all ages and
sex

- Statewide Equal Interval Maps by

childhood cancer for all cancer types and
both sexes

- Percent Difference from the Mean Map by

childhood cancer for all cancer types and
both sexes
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Displays by Content Area continued

Content Area View by Displays

Carbon Monoxide Poisoning Month and year - Graph and table by month and year
Region - Chart and table by region
Place of Exposure - Chart and table by place of exposure
Cause: By Region - Chart and table by cause and region
Mortality - Chart and table of mortality by year

Childhood Lead Poisoning Elevated Blood Lead: select by county or by | - Statewide Equal Interval maps for elevated
year of test blood lead and lead testing by age at test
Lead Testing: select by county or by year of | - Statewide Percent Difference from the
birth: select by age at test Mean maps for elevated blood lead and
Older housing lead testing by age at test
Childhood poverty - Statewide Equal Interval maps for older

housing

- Statewide Equal Interval maps for
childhood poverty

- Statewide Graph and table for elevated
blood lead by year of test

- Statewide Graph and table for lead testing

by year of birth
Drinking Water Statewide water system maps: select by - Statewide water system maps by
contaminant, by measure and year contaminant, by measure and by year
Statewide summary charts: select by - Statewide summary charts by contaminant,
contaminant, by measure and year by measure and by year
County water system results: select by - County water system tables by
county contaminant, by measure and by year
- Water system tables sorted by average
concentration
- Statewide Table of Quarterly Contaminant
Concentrations
Heart Attack Hospitalizations County - Statewide Equal Interval Map of
Age hospitalizations
Age and Sex - Statewide Percent Difference from the
Month Mean Map of hospitalizations

- Statewide Table and graph of
hospitalizations by age

- Statewide Table and chart of
hospitalizations by age and sex

- Statewide Table and graph of
hospitalizations by month

- Table of hospitalizations by region and
county

16



New York State Department of Health Environmental Public Health Tracking Program

About Content Area Box

Each content area has an About (Content Area) box that links to messages about each content area and the
data used to produce Tracker displays. The “About (Content Area) " is located on the upper right hand side
of the screen as shown below.

About Content Area Pages

The first About link page provides the user with some basic health messaging about the sources of
exposure, health effects, individuals who are at risk for the particular exposure or health effect and some
basic strategies for prevention. Each About page contains navigation links so the user can skip to any
section by clicking the blue topic links underneath the title.

Example About Content Area Page

Annu I 1| !'! ead

About Chidhood Lead Paisoning

About Childhood Lead Poisoning

» Sources of exposure
= Who is at risk?

* Health effects
Prevention

About Data

ABOUT
CONTENT
AREA BOX

Export Data

N \_\“\\‘S

Other Childhood Lead Poisoning Data

P'GE t k Contact
Lead is a naturally occurning metal in the envirgl twg in some products. Lead can be in soil, water, dust,

paint, folk remedies, and cosmetics. Lead can Bo en and adults when it gets into their bodies. This is called
lead poisoning. Lead poisoning is 3 serious but’ preventable health problem. The most common cause of lead | AJOUL Tratking

poisoning is dust and chips from old paint that contains lead. Enwironmental Public Health Tracking

s £ Enwitanmental Health, Tracking and
ources of exposure g
Before 1978, lead was added to paint. In 1978, lead-based paint was banned for use in homes in the United States. bt Soeeh

However, many older homes and buildings may contain either lead-based paint, or a lead sealant in plumbing, The
most common ways children are exposed to lead is by breathing in or eating dust or paint chips in the home, This can
cause serious health problems. Things like deteriorating paint surfaces or making home repairs in older homes can R cator
create dust and paint chips that contain lead.

Other Data

Tracking Program
Lead can also pollute drinking water, This happens when older pipes with lead sealant in the home or in the water Glossary
distribution system wear down, Even though Congress restricted the use of lead sealants in pipes and water

appliances in 1926, older buildings may still have lead sealed pipes. Other products like lead glazed ceramics, metal

jewelry, and imported food and medicinal products also have been known to contain lead and can be a source of

exposure, Family members, who may be exposed to lead on certain jobs, can bring lead dust home on their dothing,

shoes, and bodies. view a list of common items containing lead.

Who is at risk?

Lead is especially harmful to youna children. The bodies of young children absorb more lead than adults, and their
brains are still developing, making them more prane to the lead poisoning. Normal behaviors common to children
under the age of three such as crawling, exploring and putting objects in their mouths put children at higher risk of
swallowing or inhaling lead from their environment.

& blood lead test is the only way to know how much lead is in a person's body. A child with lead poisoning does not
look or feel sick. New York State requires health care providers to test all children for lead at age one vear and again
at two years.
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About Content Area Box continued

About Data

The second link in the About Box provides information about the data used to make the content area
displays. Each page has navigation links under the page heading so users can skip to any section. The
Overview table contains summary information about the data. The Interpreting data section provides
some basic information to help users understand the data and outlines limitations and well as uses for the
data. The Technical Notes provide the user with the methodologies used to calculate each of the indicators

including formulas.

Example: About Data Page

About Childhood Lead Poisoning Data

Owerview

Interpreting Data

view Elevated Blood Lead Levels
iew Lead Testing

Wiew Older Housing

Technical Notes

Overview

This site provides data about the number and percent of children under the age of & years who have elevated blood
lead levels. It also provides data about the number and percent of children around the ages of one and two years
who have been tested for lead. The data are for New York State excluding New York City and are given by county
This site also provides data about the number and percent of houses built before 1950, and number and percent of
children living in poverty, under age S in New York State including New York City. The table below shows key
information about the childhood lead poisoning data

About Data

The MVSDOH Bureau of Maternal and Child Health Lead Poisoning Prevention
Pragrarm

The NVSDOH Bureau of Biometrics and Health Statistics

® The United States Census Bureau, US Census 2000

Data Sources

R Lead testing (2001-2004), elevated blood lead levels (2004-2007), and older housing
Time Frames (2000}

= Testing and blood lead level data cover Mew York State excluding New York
City
» Housing data and childhood paverty data covers New York State including

SEEEEELE New York City

Coverage

Last Update 2010

See Technical Notes

Data Methodology

Metadata Childhood lead poisoning metadata (xML)

Interpreting Data

« Pursuant to New York State Public Health Law and regulations, health care providers are required to test or refer a child
for a blood lead test at one year of age and again at two years of age. The results of all blood lead tests performed in a
health care provider's office or a laboratory are reported to the Commissioner of Health and to the local health officer in
whose jurisdiction the child resides. New York State Lead testing data are collected by the New York State Department of
Health Lead Poisoning Prevention Program.
The Environmental Public Health Tracker uses lead data taken from the 2004-2005 and the 2006-2007 annual
“Eliminating Childhood Lead Poisoning in New York State” surveilance reports published by the New York State
Department of Health Bureau of Maternal and Child Health Lead Poisoning Prevention Program.
The Environmental Public Health Tracker uses data on the number of births from the NYSDOH Bureau of Biometrics and
Health Statistics, Vital Statistics Program.
The lead testing data are the number and percentage of children tested around one year of age and around two years of
age. Children tested around one year of age include those who were tested between 9 and 18 months of age. Children
tested around two years of age include includes those who were tested between 18 and 36 months of age.
« County-specific lead testing data help state and local health departments determine strategies for improving lead testing
practices across the state. Since the passing of the public health law requiring testing of all children at or around the one
and two years of age, testing has continued to improve, but testing varies across the counties of New York State,
Elevated blood lead data are the number and percentage of children under the age 6 years with blood lead levels at or
ahave 10 men/dl the level that New Yark Stata rurrently cansiders slavatad A rasiilt areater than 10 men/dl fram a

Technical Notes

« Information about lead testing or elevated blood lead data for the counties in New York City (Bronx, Kings, New York,
Queens, and Richmond) can be obtained through the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene Lead
Poisaning Prevention Program's Education Unit . NYC also has its own Environmental Public Health Tracking portal and
publishes childhood lead poisoning surveillance reports.

« Families may move from one county to another, resulting in the possibility that more than one county can report
screening results for the same child. Travel across counties to get medical treatment may also distort the number of
children reported if the office or lab is reported instead of the child's home address. This may result in some duplication in
the number of children screened and, thus, increase the screening rates at the state and county level

 In counties with low testing rates or small populations, a very small number of chidren with elevated blood lead tests
may resultin an artificial increase in rates of elevated blood lead. In counties where there are more children and more
children are tested, the rates are affected less by small or large numbers

On calculating lead testing percentages

« Percentage of children tested around age one year: the number of children born in 2001-2004 in NYS excluding NYC whe
had blood lead testing between 9 and 18 months of age divided by the number of children born in 2001-2004 in NYS
excluding NYC

« Percentage of children tested around age two years: the number of children bormn in 2001-2004 in NYS excluding NYC
wher had binad load factina hatwasn 18 and & manthe nf ans divided hu tha nimhar nf childran harm in 2001-2004 in

About Childhood Lead Poisoning

Export Data
@ther Childhood Lead Poisoning Data

Contact

Enwironmental Public Health Tracking

Environmental Health, Tracking and
Exposure

Metadata Search
Other Data
Publications
Tracking Program

Glossary
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Export Data
Each content area allows the user to export and download Tracker data.

About Childhood Lea

About Childhood Lead Poizoning,

About Data

Export Data >

Other Childhood Lead Poizoning Data

Contact

Click the link in the About Content Area box labeled Export Data.

Example: Export Data Page

Environmental Public Health Tracker

Export Childhood Lead Poisoning Data

Childhood lzad poisoning data are available for download in comma-separated values (CSW) format, Text files
explaining the data fields and values are also available,

Download

» Childhood lead poisoning data (CSV, S3KB)
s Childhood lead poisoning data notes (TXT, 6KB

Data include

« The number and percentage of children with elevated blood lead levels who were tested 2004-2007 in New “York
State excluding Mew ork City by county and by year,

+ The number and percentage of children born 2001-2004 who were blood lead tested by around age 1 and around
age 2 in New York State excluding New York City by county and by year.,

+ The number and percentage of housing units built before 1950 in New York State by county as designated by
2000 US Census,

» The number and percentage of children under age S living in poverty in 2000 in New York State by County as
designated by 2000 US Census

Once on the Export Data page, click under the Download subhead to download data in a Comma Separated
Value (CSV) format that is compatible with most data spreadsheet applications. The user should also
download the data notes text file, which is compatible with any text reader, located underneath the CSV file
link. The data notes give the user information on how to interpret the data including variable names and
data sources.
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About Content Area Box continued

Other Data

The About Box provides users with links to other sources of data related to each content area.
This is useful for users who want to obtain additional data related to each content area. Below
is an example of an Other Data destination page.

Example: Other Content Area Data Page

>ublicatl Birth, Death, Marriage
ublications Environmental Public Health Tracker [
Tracking Program .  P——
Track Cancer Incidence Health Insurance Progr
Slossar
v View maps and tables showing the number and rate of people diagnosed with selected | Employment Opportun
cancers in New York State. Forms
Envir Fadilities and Cancer Mapping Community, Family &
tnvironmental Public Health The Environmental Faciities and Cancer Map shows the number of people diagnosed it
Tracker with cancer (cancer counts) for the years 2003-2007 in small geographic areas of Health Care Profession
Jse this tool to view maps, graphs New York State. Locations of certain environmental facilities can also be viewed. Safety
ind tables of select environmental T ——
\edlth data ospitals, Nursing Horr

Cancer Registry Health Care Facilities

Diseases & Conditions
The New York State Cancer Registry provides data on a variety of types of cancer. A few are ———
described below. Health & Safetyin the
Workplace & Outdoors

Cancer Incidence and Mortality Healthy Lifestyles & Pr

By gender and site of cancer
= Laws & Regulations

Data source: NY State Cancer Registry
Timeframe: 5-year averages, updated annually
Geographic coverage: NY State, NY City, NY State excluding NY City, county (tables) Meetings & Training

Grants/Funding Oppor

Statistics & Data

Incidence Trends by Five-year Time Period
By gender and site of cancer Permits, Licenses & Ce

Data source: NY State Cancer Registry lieaihlinfornationas

Timeframe: Averages for several 5-year periods, updated annually | (Hedth IT)
Geographic coverage: NY State, NY City, NY State excluding NY City, county (tables) Press Releases & Repo

Cancer Surveillance Improvement Initiative Freedom of Informatio
Provides links to ZIP code data for four sites of cancer and maps of age adjusted cancer | Webcasts

incidence rates by county and gender for more common types of cancer. It also provides

Related Sites
More information about cancer and a Glossary.

Observed and Expected Cancer Incidence by ZIP Code for Selected Sites of Cancer

Lung, breast, colorectal, and prostate cancers. Also provides Zip Code Frequently Asked
Questions

Contact

The Contact link in the About Box provides contact information for the New York State
Environmental Public Health Tracking Program and for programs who provide Tracking data.
Contact links are also provided on the footer of most Tracker pages. Click on the e-mail link
to e-mail Tracking staff with questions or comments.

Example: Contact Page

are Here: Home Page > Environmental Public Health Tracking > Childhoo

Drinking Water Contaminants Contact Information

Questions About Data on the Environmental Public Health Tracking Web Site

s New York State Environmental Public Health Tracking Project
New York State Department of Health
Bureau of Environmental and Occupational Epidemiology
547 River Street, Room 200
Troy, NY 12180-2216
E-mail: epht@health.state.ny.us

Questions About New York Drinking Water

s New York State Bureau of Water Supply Protection
(518) 402-7560 or toll free (800) 458-1158
E-mail bwsp@health.state.ny.us

+ Contactinformation for all New York State water systems and the USEPA

Revised: December 2010 Disclaimer Privacy Policy Accessibility  Funding Acknowledgement Questions or comn
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About Tracking Box

The About Tracking Box provides links to additional Environmental Public Health Tracking information,

including data, related publications, a glossary of relevant environmental and health terms and a link to the
metadata search.

About Tracking Box

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

@ @ - ‘ http://gis02:8080/statistics/environmental/public_health_tracking/tracker/air/mapaction.map

[ Favorites ‘ I

‘@ Air Pollution — Environmental Public H... |

: NEW YORK STATE —=

Department of Health

Information for a Healthy New York

You are Here: Home Page > Environmental Public Health Tracking > Air Pollution

Environmental Public Health Tracker

H H About Air Pollution
Air Pollution | About Air Pollution |
About Air Pollution
View information about cutdoor air pollutants. About Data
4 Export Dat:
\C"H New York State by Year County Trend port Jata
Other Air Pollution Data
Pollutant: Ozone ~ Year: 2006 ~ Contact
Ozone: Number of Days With Maximum Eight-Hour Average Concentration Above National Ambient Air Quality Standard
by County, 2006
Current Air Quality Monitor Data (o
Map Key
Color Number of Days Afr Quality Index (AQI) Forecast [cd
[0 Data Mot Available Ciinton National Tracking Network &'
D gltol) St Lawrence LEnaLig
= 4to6
. 7to9 ADOU d 4 0
Jeft
| 10 to 12 el == Environmental Public Health
| 13 and above Lewis Tracking
Hamiton Environmental Health, Tracking and
Warren Exposure
e Herkimer
Nisgara Orieans Washington Metadata Search
) Monroe | Wayne Oneida Fullon
Genesce " ps ©Onondaga Saratoga Other Data
Ontano ayuga Madson Schenectady
Ere Seneca Monsgomany SESSIN Publications
Livingston Rensselaer
Wyoming Yates Cortiand Otsego Tracking Program
Scnuyler Tompking — Chenango Schohess /
Chautauqua Cattaraugus Allegany | Steuden ‘oo o0 Greene Coumbia Etemy
Tioga . Deaware

S >

Ulster I
Sulivan Dutchess
.,
onx.
- Orange i, Putnam
New York Sl

Yoty Y

; Air Pollution ... ‘j-i‘[' Home - IBM @ E m D *trackeruserg.. Ai Ps Untitled-2 @. 'I Communicat...

Environmental Public Health Tracking link
This link takes the user to the Tracking Program’s home page, shown on p. 4.

Environmental Health, Tracking and Exposure link
This link provides information about different types of data used in Tracking.
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About Tracking Box continued

The Metadata Search Tool

Metadata is descriptive information about the data including who created the data, when it
was created, how it was created, etc. The metadata search tool may be helpful when the user
is looking for data pertaining to particular areas or topics.

Metadata Search

Ervironmental Public Health Tracking

Erwironmental Health, Tracking and
Exposure

tetadata Search ]

Other Data

Publications

Tracking Program

Glossary

To use the Metadata Search tool, click on the Metadata Search link in the About Tracking Box
on the right hand side of the page.

To search metadata, enter the search term in the Search box. Any metadata that matches the
user’s search criteria will be returned.

Search Metadata

ToTSTE FETET OoTmEEaT E IO S TS T F OO A S T TSR+ Ee PO e ST F OO e ST T TS TRsT

Environmental Public Health Tracker

Environmental Public Health Tracker
Metadata Search

Enter any term or text string to find metadata files that contain the string:

Metadata Results

Environmental Public Health Tracker

Environmental Public Health Tracker

Metadata Search Result

» New York snnual Drinking Water Quality Sampling Results

« Mew York Asthma Hospitalizations

« Mew York Heart Attack Hospitalizations

« New York Quarterly Drinking Water Quality Sampling Results

* New York State air quality ozone indicators

* New York State air guality PM2 .5 indicators

* New York State Birth Defects by Maternal Age and Infant Sex

» New York State Birth Defects by Maternal Age, Race, Ethnicity and Infant Sex
« New York State Birth Defects by Maternal Race, Ethnicity, and Infant Sex
« New York State Birth Defects Trisomy 21

* Mew vork State Birth Outcomes

* Mew York State cancer

* MNew York State Carbon Monoxide Hospitalizations

# New York State Childhood Lead Poisoning

« Mew York State PWS Inventory Information

Learn More

Environmental Public Health
Tracking Home

Abaut Envirenmental Health,
Tracking and Exposure

Metadata Search
Other Data
Publications
Tracking Program
Glossary
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View Metadata

Users click the search result links to view the Metadata file. Metadata is created in the Federal
Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) standard and can be navigated using the tabs at the top
of each metadata style sheet (see below). Each tab is linked to the corresponding section of
the metadata. By selecting the Show Definitions link, a short definition of each section of the
metadata will appear in red font. For more on metadata and FGDC standards visit: http://www.
fgdc.gov/.

Metadata Navigation

TABS New York Asthma Hospitalization

Description | Spatia Jata Source | Data Distribution

Sample Metadata

New York Asthma Hospitalization
FGDC Metadata
Shaw Definitions
Description | Spatial | Data Structure | Data Quality | Data Source | Data Distributian | Metadata
+ Resource Description

Citation

Title: New York Asthma Hospitalization
Originatars: SPARCS Administrative Unit
Publication date: 20091120

Description
Point Of Contact

Data Type

Time Period of Data

Status
Key Words
Data Access Constraints

Data Security Information

- Spatial Reference Information

Spatial Domain

Bounding Coordinates

In Unprojected coordinates (geographic)

Boundary Coardinate
West -79.762116000000006 (longitude )
East -71.856147000000007 (longitude)

MNorth 45.015855000000002 (latitude)
South 40.495865999999999 (latitude )

- Data Structure and Attribute Information
Overview

s: SPARCS Aadm
date: 20091120

Description

Point Of Contact

Data Type

Time Pecriod of Data

Status
Key words

Data Access Constraints

Dara Security Tnformation

- Spatial Reference Information

Spatial Domain
The geographic areal dormain of the data that describes the western, eastern, northern, and southern geographic limits of data coverage

Bounding Coordinates
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About Tracking Box continued
Other Data

Environmental Public Health
Tracking

Environmental Health, Tracking and
Exposure

Metadata Search

——
(@er Data >

Publications

Tracking Program

Glossary

The Other Data link provides descriptions of the different types of data and links to other
sources of environmental health data. It also links to the New York City Environmental Public
Health Tracking Program, the National Environmental Public Health Tracking Program and
other state programs.

Environmental Public Health Tracking Data landing page
You are Here: Home Page = Environrmental Public Health Tracking > Enwironrmental Public Health Tracking Data

Environmental Public Health Tracking Data

National Environmental Public Health Tracking Network

& Mew York State - Environmental Public Health Tracker
® Mew York City

« Mational Tracking Portal

« Other State and Local Portals

Browse by Category

Includes Mew vork State and national data,

Environmental
Air, water, hazardous waste, radon, pesticides

Health
Cancer, birth outcomes, asthma, and more

Exposures
Measured concentrations of chemicals in people's bodies {(e.g. blood lead levels)

Demographics and Property
Data that describe people - such as age, race and sex - and real property

Personal Choices
People's behavior or lifestyle choices

About

* Ahout Environmental Public Health Tracking Data

Publications

The Publications link lists relevant publications written by the New York State Environmental
Public Health Tracking Program staff.
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The Tracking Program

The Tracking Program link brings users to a detailed description of New York State’s
Environmental Public Health Tracking Program and some of its current activities and
projects.

Horne Paas Fublic Health Tracking

Environmental Public Health Tracking Program

Table of Contents

« Introduction
« One-Stop-Shopping for Environmental and Health Outcome Data
o The Environmental Public Health Tracker
o Information System for State Health Researchers
o Information System for Local Health Departments
« Research on the Connections Between Health and the Environment
o Asthma and air Quality
o Asthma and the School Erwironment
o air Quality and Birth Dutcomes
o Drinking water and Birth Outcomes
o Evaluation of Air Quality Characterizations - Public Health Air Surveillance Evaluation (PHASE)
« Our Tracking Partrers
« Whers Can 1 Get Mare Information?

Introduction

New York's Environmental Public Health Tracking Program (EPHT) focuses on building better environmental and health informati
systems. By collecting and examining ervironmental and health information on an ongoing basis, tracking (or surveillance) help
understand how hazards in the environment, exposures to these hazards, and diseases change over time or across regions
Tracking might also help answer questions about the complex relationship between the emvironment and health

The New York State Department of Health, 17 other states and New York City are part of the national Environmental Public He:
Tracking Network, an effort led by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. This network was developed to provide nat
consistent environmental and health data. These data can be used to support research, programs and policies that help prote
communities

One-Stop-Shopping for Data

The Environmental Public Health Tracker

New ‘ork State launched its Environmental Public Health Tracker where anyone with Web access can view select environmentz
health data, maps and charts. Here users can also learn more about environmental and health topics, view data for New York !
or link to national data on the Center for Disease Control's Environmental Public Health Tracking Netwarl

Information System for State Health Researchers

The New York State Health Department's Center for Enviranmental Health built a secure, infarmation system to warehause

environmental and health data. This system helps our staff share data, identify unusual patterns and trends and respond to
environmental health issues and concerns.

Glossary

The glossary provides definitions for common Tracking terminology and concepts.

25



New York State Department of Health Environmental Public Health Tracking Program

— ®
The @ icon
Users can click on the Q throughout the application to get more information about data displays.

Example of the ® 1con

Map shading @: |Equa| interval V| [ Apply ]

Children with Elevated Blood Lead Levels Among Children Tested before Age 6 in 2004-2007 in New York State
Excluding New York City
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Notes
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More Tracking Information

The New York State Environmental Public Health Tracking Program
New York State Department of Health

Bureau of Environmental and Occupational Epidemiology

547 River Street, Room 200

Troy, NY 12180-2216
www.health.ny.gov/environmental/public_health_tracking/

E-mail: epht@health.state.ny.us

The New York City Environmental Public Health Tracking Program
Bureau of Environmental Surveillance and Policy

New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

22 Cortlandt Street, 12th floor

New York, NY 10007
www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/tracking/tracking.shtml
trackingportal@health.nyc.gov

The CDC National Environmental Public Health Tracking Program
770-488-3670 (Local)

1-800-CDC-INFO (Toll-free CDC hotline)

770-488-1538 (Fax)

ephtracking.cdc.gov/showHome.action

E-mail: epht@cdc.gov

New York State Department of Health Environmental Public Health Tracking Program




