
438)
Empire State Plaza
Albany, New York 12237

- Fourth Floor (Room 

Condtlct
New York State Oepartment of Health
Corning Tower

I.
Office of Professional Medical 

h\!
either certified nail or in person tn:

-hall be 
togctljnr

with the registration certificate. Delivery 

1icensQ  has
been revoked, annulled. suspended or surrendered, 

will be
required to deliver to the Board of Professional Medical
Conduct your license tn practice medicine if said 

aw.

Five days after receipt of this Order, YOU 

I (h) of the New York State Public Health 
subdiviqion

10, paragraph 

(7) days after mailing
by certified mail as per the provisions of 3230, 

or seven 
he

deemed effective upon receipt 

Lazroe  and Dr. Levy:

Enclosed please find the Determination and Order
(No. BPMC-93-161) of the Hearing Committee in the above
referenced matter. This Determination and Order shall 

M.D.

Dear Mr. Hiser, Mr. 

H. Levy, REs In the flatter of Ronald 

Lazroe, Esq.
405 Brisbane Building
Buffalo, New York 14203

14??1

Jeffrey A. 

WilliamsvilIet  NY 

ti. Levy, M.D.
6325 Sheridan Drive
ionald 

2(+29
Albany, New York 12237

- Room 

Healbh
Empire State Plaza
Corning Tower 

Hiser, Esq.
NYS Department of 

l?EC_EIPT REQUESTED

Michael A. 

RE_TUPN -MAIL 

’

October 8. 1993

CERTIFIED 

Commrsumr  , Deputy  Exeww 
Wdson

Commatoner

Paula 

-“-Chasstn.  M.D.. M.P.P.. M.P.H.R 

STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
Corning Tower The Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza Albany, New York 12237

Mark 



Horan at the above address and one COPY to
the other party. The stipulated record in this matter shall
consist of the official hearing transcript(s) and all
documents in evidence.

the’ir briefs to the Administrative Review
Board. Six copies of all papers must also be sent to the
attention of Mr.

- Room 2503
Empire State Plaza
Albany, New York 12237-0030

The parties shall have 30 days from the notice of appeal in
which to file 

Esq., Administrative Law Judge
New York State Department of Health
Bureau of Adjudication
Corning Tower 

Horan, 

(14) days of service and receipt of the
enclosed Determination and Order.

The notice of review served on the Administrative
Review Board should be forwarded to:

James F. 

;I review of a committee determination.

Request for review of the Committee’s determination
by the Administrative Review Board stays all action until
final determination by that Board. Summary orders are not
stayed by Administrative Review Board reviews.

All notices of review must be served, by certified
nail, upon the Administrative Review Board and the adverse
party within fourteen 

condrtct
may be reviewed by the administrative review board for
professional medical conduct.” Either the licensee or the
Department may seek 

“(t)he
determination of a committee on professional medical 

19921, Supp. (McKinney  
(i), and 9230-c

subdivisions 1 through 5, 
9230, subdivision 10, paragraph 

ly
you locate the requested items, they must than be delivered
to the Office of Professional Medical Conduct in the manner
noted above.

As prescribed by the New York State Public Health
Law 

YOU
shall submit an affidavit to that effect. If subseouen t 

If your license or registration certificate is
lost, misplaced or its whereabouts is otherwise unknown,



TTB:crc
Enclosure

.T. Butler, Director
Bureau of Adjudication

*Tyrone 

~~&_&f&~Q&

Roard’s  Determination and Order.

Very truly yours,

Parties will be notified by mail of the
Administrative Review



19931, Pre-Hearing Conference: April 

lqQ7June 3, 

1993

Amended Statement of Charges:

1. 

PROCEED_!46S

Notice of Hearing and
Statement of Charges: February 

_THE $@lflARY OF 

determination  and Order.Fhiq 

co!lc:ideratio!l  of the entire record, the Hearing

Committee issues

days.

After 

ive Officer on

all subsequent hearing 

al Administr  .lrrctgo. served as the .A!,: I 

McDERHOTT.  ESQ.,

Administrative 

YICHAEL P. ino.ilear ttlp 

O:ficcr for the Hearing Committee on the first

three days of 

served  as the

Administrative 

GRAUER, ESQ. J. (_a:!. MARSHALL Health  

(in)(e) of the

Public 

purr;rJant  to Section 230 thic; matter 

Hearing

Committee in 

+he a5 Public Health Law, served 230(l) of the 

t-0

Section 

ptlrsuant York 

Profesrional  Medical Conduct. appointed by

the Commissioner of Health of the State of New 

doqiunated  members

of the State Board for 

H:D., duly ?lORRISON  and ARLENE B. REED-DELANEY, 

J.NAYCY MS. H.D., Chairman, FALOONI WILLIAH W. 

__.--
ORDER NO. BPMC-93-161

- I-- ----- ;
ORDERH. LEVY, H.D.

1 AND

RONALD 

DErERtlINATION

OF

I

HEDICAL CONDUCT

IN THE RATTER

I DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
STATE BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL 
STATE OF NEW YORK 



Dlarte, M.D.
9. Dorothy Circarella

2

Caprjo
8. Silvia 

Bonarci, M.D.
7. Jean 

D
6. David 

lie
5. Patient 

Duhrevi 
rein

4. Joseph 

1
2. Patient A
3. Louis J. 

N-It York 14203

1. Patient 

tfalo  B\Jf 
Brisbane Building

Iazroe, Esq.
405 

Esq.
Assistant Counsel

Jeffrey A. 

Hiser, 

Cotlnsel
NYS Department of Health
B Y: Michael A. 

Plillock, Esq.
General 

I. 1993

Peter J. 

1 

Nptf  York 14225

August 

Geneqee Street
Buffalo,

la’=‘7

Radisson Hotel
4243 

Jt11y 8, 
199:7, 
1993

Julv 
1, 

18, 1993
July 
June 

I?93
April 23, 1093
May 6, 1993
June 17, 1993

PotitionArs

. .

April 22, 

the 

Hearing Dates:

Place of Hearing:

Date of Deliberations:

Petitioner appeared by:

Respondent appeared by:

WITNESSES

For 



rejected in favor

of the cited evidence. All hearing Committee findings were

unanimous unless otherwise specified.

3

i f any, was considered and 

partictllar finding.

Conflicting evidence, 

Hearihg  Committee in arriving at a 

fnllnd persuasive

by the 

transcripb  page numbers

or exhibits. These citations represent evidence 

s in parentheses refer to Nklmber 

JInreto  and made

a part hereof.

FINDINGS OF FACT

CharrJP~. a ropy of which is attached 

for,th in the

Statement of 

are more specifically set 

;r false report;

and failing to maintain records.

The Charges 

wilfully  making or filing 

on more than one occasion: fraud in the

practice of medicine: 

than one

occasion; incompetence 

more  

abrlse.  or intimidation; moral unfitness; gross

negligence: gross incompetence; negligence on 

natrlrn: willful

harassment, 

phvsical  contact of a sexual 

CHARGES

Essentially, the Statement of Charges charges the

Respondent with 

STATEMENT OF 

M. levy, M.D.,
the Respondent

Ann Levy
4. Ronald 

,M.D.
3. Jessie 

3
2. Frederick Munschauer 

.~__ 1. Patient For the Respondents



fact that

4

B discussed with the Respondent the 

Januarv, 1990, the Respondent had contact with

Patient B's mother. Following that contact, Patient A

and 

b) In late 

118.1.

l17-(Tr. 

t-he Respondent

began telephoning her and her husband at home 

Christma?. D&'cemher  1989. Shortly after 

Rpqpondent  inkherapy sessions with the a) She started 

TE_S~!_F_I_E_DI_

3. 

A/RESPONDENT)

PATIENT A 

CONFLICTI)1~__TESTIMONY  (PATIENT 

3).(Pet's. Ex. 

R was 27 years

old 

Patierlt-  Patjnnt A was 22 years old and 

BltCFalo, New York.

At the time,

throtlgh April 1990,

at the Respondent’s office at 6325 Sheridan Drive, Williamsville,

New York and at Patient A and B’s residence in 

B, at various times from December 1989 

her husband,

Patient 

ko Patient A and also to treatmen+

in the form of

psychiatric 

care 

F_ZyDIN6S AS TO PATIENT A

2. The Respondent provided medical 

?I.(Pet’s. Ex. 

rlnriod January

1, 1993 through December 31, 1994, from 6325 Sheridan Drive,

Williamsville, New York, 14221-4801 

the 

t1ew  York State

Education Department to practice medicine for 

the 

Educatio:)

Department. The Respondent is registered with 

State  number 103809 by the New York licensp 

25, 1969, by the

issuance of 

GENERAL FINDINGS_

1. Ronald M. Levy, M.D., the Respondent, was authorized

to practice medicine in New York State on June 



phvqical contact

5

late February

19901 the Respondent continued having 

f) After ho moved out of their apartment in 

133-144).(Tr. 

ir,cluding fondling her breasts and genitals,

and having oral contact with her genitals 

A.

phvzical  contact of a sexual nature with

Patient 

residence,  he

engaged in 

the Respondent

lived with Patients A and B at their 

nrr-asions  during the time rills nllmer e) On 

133-140).

(Tr.73, 1990 Febrtlar\t throtlgh robruary 12 approximatelv  

them fromwjth 

him over for

dinner and he stayed and resided 

Thov invited 

rIpcot because of

conflicts with his wife.

hnme by telephone. He was B at 

Respondent  contacted Patients

A and 

d) In mid-February, 1990, the 

129)(Tr. 

prnnuptial

agreement 

R without her having to sign a 

told Patient A that

she “owed” him for his role in arranging her marriage to

Patient 

Apr i 1 1990, the Respondent includilio  

khrough andnumproris occasions from January 1990 c) On 

127-128).(Tr.

Pa1 ients A and B

were married 

itlvnluntarily

commit Patient B. Shortly thereafter, 

Patielltc.  A and B were

married, Patient B’s parents could not 

0 Respondent

advised Patients A and B that, if 

h T 

irlvnluntarily

commit Patient B for hospitalization.

wern concerned

that Patient B’s parents might trv to 

Long

Island for a visit. Patients A and B 

R’s Parents wanted Patient B to return to Patient 



159).

6

(Tr.

the Respondent

suggested to Patient A that she leave her husband and

move with him to California 

.Iarruarv 1990 and April 1990, j) Between 

158).(Tr. 

emotin!\al comfort from

her 

waq in; and to seek 

mulch sadness

and pain he 

hnw tell her ahorlf his wife: to camplairt 

Respnndent  telephoned Patient A at her home tothe 

l”?n and April

1990,

numnrolls  occasions between January 11 On 

112-116).

EXS.

21 8 22; Tr. 

(Pet’s.  statlIe  pnwer of crystals, and a 

crv<Fal, a book on

the healing 

inclliding  a 

the Respondent

gave gifts to Patient A,

h) From January 1990 through April 1990, 

156-158).(Tr. 133-144, 147-148, 

lo90 through

April 1990 

continrleri  making these

demands on Patient A from late Februarv 

orlt of their residence, he 

R he told Patient A to disrobe in his presence,

ostensibly for the purpose of allowing him to view her

body and comment on her weight gain/loss. After he had

moved 

lived  with Patients

A and 

the time that the Respondent g) During 

46) Tr. 147-148, 156-

158).

35, 36, 38, 39, 42. 45, 

(Pet’s.

Ex. 3 PP . 

there when no other patients wereevetling  

times were late in

the 

rrature with Patient A. This rontinued

through April 1990 at his office during Patient A’s

appointments. Her appointments often 

of a sexual 



19,

7

flu April 

n) While the Respondent was still in Florida. Patient A

decided to terminate treatment with him. The Respondent

returned to Buffalo on April 17, 1990.

165-167).

(Tr.Rbspondent  prinr conversations with the 

iir the situation. Patient A knew of Dr.

Rosen from 

rosen’s

intervention 

prp\/inus  treating

therapist, Dr. Sidney Rosen, to seek Dr. 

rommit  suicide.

Patient h contacted the Respondent’s 

telephone  and threatened tn 

Fl~rirla,  he spoke to

Patient A by 

earlv April 1990. While in 

apprnvimately one

week in 

m) The Respondent went to Florida for 

6; Tr. 160-

161).

(Pet’s. Ex. 

have the

prescriptions filled and give the medication to him.

The next time Patient A saw the Respondent, she gave him

the medications. The prescription is marked as having

been filled on March 23, 1990 

Synthroid. He requested that Patient A 

Thvroxin  andL Sheedy” for the medications 

the name of

“Shannon 

RespondpIlt  gave Patient

A two prescriptions he had written in 

” On March 22, 1990, the 

name of “Shannon

Sheedv. 

1) The Respondent has a daughter by the 

162-16/t).(Tr. 

hi, office and

threatened to commit suicide 

occasionqV  the Respondent

exhibited a hand gun to Patient A in 

k) During the period February 1990 through April 1990, the

Respondent owned more than one hand gun. This was known

to Patient A. On at least two 



ho felt it was

8

it, and 

Ciba-Gei.ov Drug Companv.

He gave the statue to Patient A because she expressed an

interest in it and asked to have 

irl Freud’s art collection and that he had

received it as a gift from the 

sphinx. He

testifies that it was a replica of an art object that

had been 

(Tr. 1249, 1342).

He admitted giving Patient A statue of a 

(Tr. 1249).

He never asked Patient A to disrobe 

had oral sex

with her genitals 

(Tr.

1249).

He never touched Patient A and he never 

Patient< A and B 

(Tr. 1244).

He never moved in to live with 

“owed*  him for

arranging her marriage with Patient B 

(Tr.

1367).

He never told Patient A that she 

f)

He never advised Patients A and B to get married 

0)

d)

c)

b)

a)

--.--.___

4. 

..- TESTIFIEDI---

509).

THE RESPONDENT 

(Tr. report Patients A and B to 

Tnc., a Buffalo, New York suicide prevention

service,

Serviceq 

called Crisis

309).

On April 20, 1990 the Respondent also 

(Tr. 

Patiplib  A and B to

kill Patient B’s parents 

20, 1990, the Respondent called Patient B’s

parents and told them of a plan by 

167-170).

On April 

(Pet’q. Ex. 3, PP .

43-45; Tr. 

P)

1990, Patient A met with him and informed him that she

and Patient B were ending treatment 

0)



1204)rTr. session<  their joint therapy 

or both Patients

A and D for 

(Tr.

1219-1220).

He claims that he obtained the consent 

hecallse they threatened to commit suicide 

qaid he made

the call 

, 1990, to report Patients A and B. He ib 

Servirnc Inc. on April

Tr. 1218-1220).

He admits that he did call Crisis 

c R able to control Patients A and 

a.7 parents might

be in danger and also because he thought he was no

longer 

hecause he thought Patient 

claim7 that he made

these calls 

kiJ1 the parents. He 

(Tr. 12411.

He admits to calling Patient B’s parents, his own lawyer

and the local police on Long Island where Patient B’s

parents lived, to advise them that Patient A and B had a

plan to 

srlicide 

thrnatening  to

commit 

(Tr. 1247).

He denied ever calling Patient A and 

Sheedy 

1

He claims that Patient A volunteered to nick up the

medications for his daughter, Shannon 

(Tr. 1243 

htlsband and move

with him to California 

(Tr.

1243).

He denied asking Patient A to leave her 

117(1).

He denied seeking emotional comfort from Patient A

(Tr. 

1235-1239).

He denied fighting with his wife 

(Tr.

or crystals

n)

of benefit for her therapy. He denied giving Patient A

crystals or a hook on the healing power 

II)

1)

k)

j)

i)

h)

Q)



257-260).

10

(Tr. 

?erual advances

towards her 

ever told Dr.

Munschauer that any physician had made 

(Tr. 968).

Patient A denies that she 

1ldrC).

Dr. Munschauer testified that Patient A told

him that she felt some sexual tension between her and a

Dr. Jacobs 

(Tr. 902, 1048, 1066, 

do,rtnrs were in
. .

love with her 

b) Patient A repeatedly told others that 

1178-1179).

Ir. 64,

896, 961, 1030, 

( Resprn,lellt  

whifp  make-up at the

time she was being treated by the 

lnng black hair,

dressed in black and used a lot of 

1.

However, several other witnesses contradicted

Patient A, and testified that she had 

(Tr. 274,

292, 403 

~.IP 

in black at the

time but again denied wearing white make 

arknowledged

that she had black hair and had dressed 

102).

Tn later testimony, Patient A 

(Tr.a11v make UP 

tinder the

Respondent’s care. She denied wearing 

jacket.Shc denied

remembering what she wore when she was 

busine?T attire

consisting of skirt, blouse and 

a) Patient A appeared before the Hearing Committee with

brown hair. no makeup and wearing 

testimonv.

prone to

exaggeration arid even contradicted her own 

alrpady noted, Patient A was 

testimnny  of Patient

A and the Respondent 

5. In addition to the conflicts in the 



irl oral sex with

her. However, she denied ever engaging in oral sex when

11

h) During her testimony, Patient A admitted to engaging in

oral sex with an unidentified individual prior to the

time she alleges the Respondent engaged 

239-245).(Tr. 

performed oral sex

on Patient A or that they had a sexual relationship of

any nature whatsoever 

,mention whatever that the Respondent 

rnritains  no

herqplf,  the

Respondent and Patient B. The document 

piirrorts to be a

historv of the relationship hetween 

seven page

handwritten document setting out what 

seeino  the Respondent

in April, 1990, Patient A prepared a 

g) About one month after she stopped 

F).(Resp’s.  Ex. 

B, accused Patient A of taunting him, screaming insults

at him, pinching his arm, bending his fingers and daring

him to hit her 

Gerstanzang,  Patient

Howevpr, in a letter

to his former psychiatrist, a Dr. 

227-228).(Tr. 

f) Patient A denied ever taunting, hitting, or bending

Patient B’s fingers 

(Tr. 213).

hlll denied using

any other illegal drugs 

e) Patient A admitted to using marijuana 

1.

(Tr.

207-210 

rnnnecticut  

hollse  in Buffalo, New York,

and that they followed her to Westbury, 

s\ipernatural

creatures in her Victorian 

d) Patient A claims that she was oppressed hv 

204-205).(Tr. 

had extrasensory

perception 

c) Patient A told the Respondent that she 



tantly, other

witnesses confirmed his version of many of the details regarding

his relationship with Fat-ient A.

The Hearing concludes as follows:

1. After a review of the entire record regarding sexual

issues, the Hearing Committee finds that the evidence is

12

no corroborating witnesses.

The Respondent appeared credible on most issues but he

did display a hesitancy in discussing others. Impnr 

arld

exaggerations and with 

.~

Patient A was not a credible witness. She told too many

conflicting stories, with too many contradictions

C_OM4C~LlJS_IONS  AS TO PATIENT A

3, P . 79; Tr. 1313-1316).(Pet’s. Ex. 

274,357).

6. On January 18, 1990, the Respondent hilled for

fourteen hours of therapeutic services for Patients A and B. The

services were not performed 

(Tr. 99, 198-199, Hall Show 

testimnrrv to say that

she was training to be a director. She also made

exaggerated claims about an alleged appearance on the

Arsenio 

testimonv she revised that 

Prndr!cers.”  In

later 

B,

were, “Independent owners, executive 

hu~hand, Patient 

-pnd them out on

tour. She implied that she and her 

mlrsical  talent and make videos and 

tn

find 

251-255).

Patient A first testified that she was a TV producer, 

(Tr.

.lanuary, 1990in Mkinschauer she was interviewed by Dr. 



61

7. The Respondent provided medical care in the form of

13

1990, which services were not performed.

FINDINGS AS TO PATIENT 

18, 

23, 1990.

4. The Hearing Committee also concludes that the

Respondent billed for 31 hours of therapeutic services to Patients

A and B on January 

Febrllarv r.gsidencc from February 12 through 

Patient A and B’s

Flnrida, in March

1990, spoke to Patient A by telephone and threatened to

commit suicide.

The Respondent physically moves into d)

The Respondent contacted Patient A at her residence by

telephone on numerous occasions to complain about his

wife, to express love and affection for Patient A, and

to seek emotional comfort from Patient A.

The Respondent suggested that Patient A leave her

husband and move with him to California.

The Respondent, while on vacation in c)

b)

a)

Patieilt  A’s

allegations that:

stat!!- of a sphinx

which he had received From the Ciba-Geigy Drug Company. The gift

giving was not a violation of acceptable medical standards under

the circumstances.

3. The Hearing Committee discounts 

miscondtlct by the Respondent.

2. The Respondent gave Patient A a 

therefnre the Committee concludes that there is

not a preponderance of evidence to support Patient A’s allegations

of sexual 

inconclusive, and 



tlrrned 14 when

she began treatment. Patient C’s therapy with the Respondent

involved an intense therapeutic relationship. The Respondent’s

records of treatment of Patient C contains no clear-cut

14

.L

11. Patient C received medical care in the form of

psychiatric treatment by the Respondent between approximately

April, 1988 and March, 1989. Patient C had just 

PATI_EMuF_I_NpIN6S AS TO 

Practice.medical mg/hour, did not violate accepted standards of 

fn he taken 5B, mg/day for Patient 

~-

The Hearing Committee concludes that Respondent’s

prescribing of Haldol, 60 

24).

CONCLUSION AS TO PATIENT B

(Pet’s. Ex. 

nr inadequately

controlled patients 

Haldol/day  for severely disturbed 

(Tr.

613).

10. The Physicians Desk Reference indicates a dosage of

UP to 100 mg of 

lo-30 ma/day urrtal dosage of Haldol is 

(Tr. 612-613, 1259).

9. The 

anti-pqvrhotic  drugmg./ hour. Haldol is a potent 

hn mg. per day to

be taken, 5 

Rpqpondent

prescribed Haldol for Patient B in the amount of 

or about January 11, 1990, the 

31.

8. On 

(Pet’s.

Ex. 

New York 

B, a 27 year old male, at various

times from December 1989 through April 1990, at the Respondent’s

office, and at Patient B’s residence in Buffalo, 

psychiatric treatment to Patient 



C, all addressed to her at her high school. The cards

15

28,

1990, the Respondent sent two greeting cards and a postcard to

Patient 

Carlshad, California for which he received a

Continuing Medical Education Credit. On or about Nnvember 

1.

16. In late November 1990, the Respondent attended a

conference in 

(Tr.

671-672, 693-694 

nsf.asionswith..him on the telephone on a number of 

C that he loved her. Patient C’s mother

recognized the Respondent’s voice because she had previously

spoken 

Mav,

1992, the Respondent was overheard on the telephone by Patient C’s

mother telling Patient 

On several occasions hetween May, 1990 and 

682-683).

15.

(Tr. 

drnve her to his

office to work on the paper 

681mL82,  1466).

14. Approximately once or twice a week, the Respondent

came to Patient C’s house and picked her up and 

(Tr. 

paper, which she

did between May, 1990 and December, 1990 

1.990, the Respondent was workina on a research

paper dealing with obsessive compulsive hehavior. The Respondent

arranged for Patient C to do the typing on that 

673-674).

13. In 

(Pet’s. Ex. 10; Tr. 34, 

Cof Patient 

emplover! to do secretarial work. The Respondent

did not document any rationale for his employment 

C worked with another of the Respondent’s

patients who was 

work. In that

setting, Patient 

weekpnds.

Patient C was paid approximately $20 for a days 

emplnypd Patient C at his office on 

1989,  the

Respondent 

10: Tr. 670, 862).

12. Between April, 1989 and September. 

(Pet’s. Ex. termination note 



irl nature to

16

1992, the Respondent again sent a

greeting card which could be considered personal 

5, 

14).

21. On March 

(Pet’s, Ex. 

cnlild be considered personal in nature

C

a greeting card which 

26).

20. On February 20, 1992, the Respondent sent Patient 

(Pet’s. Exs. 25 and 

Xariav,  and Valiumto have in it a quantity of Darvon, 

25 caliber pistol. The Respondent’s car was

also found 

have in his

possession a loaded 

fotrnd to 

(Pet’s. Ex. 26; Tr. 456, 462).

19. The Respondent made an oral declaration that he had

no drugs or weapons in his possession. In fact, after a search by

Customs officials, the Respondent was 

Patiolit  C was a

former patient who worked for him off the books; and that Patient

C was a current patient for whom he was providing medication

waq his former secretary: that 

werm just friends:

that Patient C 

Ilis relationship

with Patient C. He said that Patient C and he 

Diiring  his conversations with Customs officials,

the Respondent gave contradictory explanations of 

11.

18.

(Pet-‘s.  Ex. 8, P . 

C, then 17 vears old, was the only passenger in the

Respondent’s car 

Custom% officers.

Patient 

Custnmq  Service

facility at the Rainbow Rridge near Buffalo, New York, the

Respondent was stopped and searched by U.S. 

18, 1992, while driving his car from

Canada to the United States through the U.S. 

flri Januarv 

13).

17.

(Pet’s. Exs. 11, 12, 

C was 16 years

old at the time 

could be considered personal in nature. Patient 



(Tr. 676).

The Respondent and his wife both testified that they

went to Canada in January 1992 to visit friends and relatives.

While at their hotel they received a telephone call from Patient

17

C, related very well to

her also they were becoming friendly.”

nllt for lunch on these Saturdays. She befriended

her. She was very kind to her and Patient 

1.
used to take her 

(Resrnndent’s wife)“Jcssy 

1081, 1385).

Patient C’s mother testified,

1078, 1077. (Tr.

tin typing, not

research 

ii) her life, and

would benefit her self esteem. She was hired to 

thnIIght  it was a

good idea, that it would be a positive influence 

710-711).

The Respondent and his wife both testified that Patient

C did work part-time on weekends in the Respondent’s office to

make some extra money for Christmas. They both 

(Tr.

ahnut him, he’s

my friend. She also intimated that it was the same for her” 

tlnm, it’s not like that, I care - she said, -

1796). Even

Patient C’s mother acknowledged that her daughter had told her,

“Dr. Levy loved her like a friend.” “When she said she loved him

as 

(Tr.

I-hought that it

would benefit her to know that she was loved 

hP 

r had expressed

on several occasions that she felt unloved, and 

toll Patient C that

he loved her, hut that he did it because Patient 

--.-.

The Respondent testified that he did 

. -. _ .--_. HEA_RIh!G_COHWITTEE  DISCUSSION AS TO PATIENT-C. . 

15).(Pet’s. Ex. Patient C 



15~ has the
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Pet’s. Ex. 

(Tr. 1392).

One of the greeting cards, 

disrrlssions  with

Patient C regarding her problems with mathematics in school and

told her that math was as easy as l-2-3. The notation “l-2-3” on

the greeting cards was meant to encourage Patient C to do her math

and make it easy 

a..code for “I love you.”

The Respondent testified that he had 

“l-2.-3” which the Petitioner would have the Committee

believe is 

13) have

the notation 

11, 12 and Ex’s. (Pet’s. 

1087).

Three of the cards 

(Tr. 

1084-1303).

All of the cards are signed “Love, Ron.” The

Respondent’s wife testified that this is the way the Respondent

signed all greeting cards. “They were casual postcards. Greeting

cards. Nothing to them” 

(Tr. 

11-15).

The Respondent’s wife testified that it was at her

suggestion that the cards were sent and that she and the

Respondent picked them out 

(Pet’s. Exs. 

1400-1414).

Much has been made of the cards which the Respondent

sent to Patient C 

(Tr. 1085-1092, 

saying that she was stuck in Toronto and needed a ride home.

The Respondent and his wife decided that he should drive Patient C

home rather than to let her hitchhike. The Respondent’s car was

stopped by Customs and after declaring that they had no guns or

drugs, the car was searched and a pistol and prescriptions drugs

were found. Neither the Respondent nor Patient C were arrested.

The pistol was confiscated and they were released. There was no

follow-up by Customs 

C,



28).

23. Patient D testified that she went to the

19

(Pet’s. Ex. 

0, a 38 year old female, at

various times from August 1989 to April 1990 

0

22. The Respondent provided medical care in the form of

psychiatric treatment to Patient 

PATI._ENT 

judgement.

FINDINGS AS TO 

lunch,

sending her greeting cards, etc.) and exercised pnnr

taki.nq  her to 

C,

(picking her up and dropping her off at work, 

1093-1094).

CONCLUSIONS& TO PATIENT C

In the absence of any contradictory evidence the Hearing

Committee accepts the testimony of the Respondent and his wife

regarding their relationship with Patient C.

The Hearing Committee concludes that the Respondent and

his wife were overindulgent in their relationship with Patient 

1085-10871(Tr. 

YOII I’m glad we’re married.”

Both the Respondent and his wife testified that the card

was a joke to make UP for the Respondent’s having snapped at

Patient C because of a missing file at the office 

Pet’s. Ex. 14, has the message “Just

wanted to tell 

(Tr. 1396).

Greeting card, 

.”. . 

livp with the kind

of education experience she’s going to receive 

only her that’s

going to college, live with the experience and 

card to send to Patient C because he was “trying to

tell her there is only her to consider, there is 

message “There is only you.” The Respondent testified that this

was a perfect 



1206-1207).
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509,

516,

(Tr. D was uneasy about this experience 

517, 563).

26. When Patient A arrived, the Respondent arranged for

Patient D to talk with Patient A for an extended period of time,

up to three to four hours, to provide suicide intervention

therapy. Patient 

(Tr. 508, 

ahnrlt. these

disclosures 

then-

boyfriend’s ‘familv. Parent A never complained 

inclilding  Patient A’s psychiatric history, current

problems, marital situation, and the identity of her

D,

informatinrl  about Patient

A to Patient 

507-5091.

25. Prior to Patient A’s arrival at the office, the

Respondent provided confidential patient 

(Tr. 500, 

order to provide

therapeutic assistance. The patient that Respondent described as

suicidal was Patient A 

18, 1990, the Respondent met with

Patient D in his office for an evening appointment. After

speaking on the phone to someone who the Respondent described as a

suicidal patient, the Respondent told Patient D that he had asked

the patient to come into the office. The Respondent asked Patient

D to stay and meet with the suicidal patient in 

1.

24. On January 

(Tr. 1443 

effact that he

could be the person to help her with her problems

(Tr. 509-

510).

The Respondent denies making such a statement but did

testify that he may have said something to that 

tieen”  

ShorJldPrs and told

her, “I will be the man that no one else has ever 

Respondent’s office on January 18, 1990 and that the Respondent

placed his hands against the wall around her 



misinterpretpd  his words

when she claimed that he said, “I can he the man fnr you that no

other man can be.” After the alleged conversation, Patient D left

the office and the Respondent made no attempt to stop her.

In arranging for Patient D to provide therapeutic

assistance to two of the Respondent’s patients, the Respondent

used poor judgment, but it does not constitute either negligence

21

representatipn  that Patient D probably 

______

The Hearing Committee accepts the Respondent’s

__- 0

(Tr. 496-499).

CONCLUSION AS TO PATIENT 

Respondent’q patients.

Patient D rejected each of the offers of employment 

co-

therapist, with the intent that she could use her experience in

sexual harassment matters to advise the 

offire  as a 

1.

29. The Respondent offered Patient D several jobs

during the time that she was an active psychiatric patient. The

Respondent offered to employ Patient D in his 

?8, Tr. 885-

886 

(Pet’s. Exs. 3 and 

The Respondent’s records for Patient A and Patient

D do not contain any reference to this lengthy therapeutic

intervention, nor is any permission by either patient allowing a

breach of confidentiality noted 

504-507).

28.

497, (Pet’s. Ex. 28; Tr. 

n contain no

reference to this request 

therapelrtir  assistance to

Patient 2. The Respondent’s records for Patient 

reqliested that she provide 

n in contact

with another of his patients, Patient 2. The Respondent contacted

Patient D and 

27. The Respondent also placed Patient 



1.
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SPEClFICATI.O_fll (Physical contact of a sexual nature).

NOT SUSTAINED as to any of the charges.

SECOND SPECIFICATION S (Willful harassment, abuse or

intimidation 

(2) as specified in the Statement of Charges.

FIRST 

J~ily  8, 1993, the Petitioner withdrew charges B

(All votes were unanimous unless otherwise specified).

At the Hearing on 

COMHITTEE

iiirompetence.

VOTE OF THE HEARING 

may have been poor

judgment but it did not constitute negligence or 

empIoy Patient D in his office. It 

or the

acceptable standard of medical care for the Respondent to have

offered to 

neitlter one

objected.

It was not a violation of medical ethics 

sitrlation  with both Patients and 

rermission to

divulge confidential information regarding Patient A. He

discussed the 

n, the Respondent obtained 

or incompetence.

When he arranged for the therapeutic session which

included Patients A and 



1.

NOT SUSTAINED as to any of the charges.

23

I,

FIFTEENTH SPECIFICATION: (Incompetence on more than one

occasion 

ta anv of the charges.

-_.

NOT SUSTAINED as 

any-of the charges.

FOURTEENTH SPECIFICATION S (Negligence on more than one occasion).-- 

~to 

_-.__-_---.

SUSTAINEDNOT as 

SPECIFICATIONS~ (Gross Incompetence)___ 

SUSTAINECJNOT as to any of the charges.

TENTH THROUGH THIRTEENTH 

negliqence).SPECIFICATIONS~ (Gross NIN_TH SIXTH THROUGH 

I

NOT SUSTAINED as to any of the charges.

1 itneys SPECIFICATIONSs (Moral unf F_I_FTH. 

NOT SUSTAINED as to any of the charges.

THIRD THROUGH 



C(5)(b)(2)

of the Statement of Charges.

24

SPECIF_jCATION_g_ (Failing to maintain records).

SUSTAINED as to the charges specified in Paragraphs 

C(5) of the

Statement of Charges.

EIGHTEENTH 

SPECIFIC&A!~& (Willfully making or filing a false

report).

SUSTAINED as to the charges specified in Paragraph 

SEVENTEENTH  

____.._~Statemen_t__o_f_  Charqes.A(9) of the 

-___._______~ 1 andspeci_f_i_ed__in  Paragraphs A(8 charqes  th.e to_ 

A(5) of the

Statement of Charges.

NOT SUSTAINED_-as 

__s. (Fraud in the Practice of Medicine).

SUSTAINED as to the charge specified in Paragraph 

SPECIFICATION  SIXTEENTH 



18, 1990, he billed for fourteen hours of therapeutic

services for Patients A and B which were not performed. He even

admitted billing Patient B’s parents, alleging that care was given

25

that wealth. On

January 

continlling professional relationship with Patients A

and B.

Patient B was the son of very wealthy parents and the

Respondent exploited Patients A and B because of 

is no doubt that the Respondent was motivated by

greed in hi’s 

physicians who

had treated her, however, he took the risk of becoming involved

because of greed.

There 

reprttation. There

is little evidence that the Respondent took any precautions to

protect against this situation or that he even addressed the issue

with the patient.

The Respondent knew that Patient A was a dangerous

patient who had attacked the reputation of other 

rotlld endanger a physician’s 

wit11 sexual

attractions that 

h!iC he was able

to recognize that Patient A had a preoccupation 

only once 

stticidal  precautions.

Dr. Munschauer saw Patient A 

were  available

did not contain a treatment plan, did not indicate the severity of

Patient A’s illness and, if she was in fact suicidal, the records

do not indicate 

COHHITT_E&

Some of Patient A’s Medical Records were missing and

this appeared to disadvantage both parties.

The medical rerords for Patient A that 

THEHEARING O_l!~!R~_ATIONS OF GENERAL, 



by the Respondent. The Hearinq Committee is

26

rec.ords, the Hearing

Committee is deeply concerned about the obvious pattern Of Poor

judgment displayed 

they

treated her as the daughter they never had.

While the Hearing Committee has voted tn sustain one

charge of fraud, one charge of wilfully making and filing a false

report and one charge of failing to maintain 

C, and the Hearirrg Committee has the impression that 

drivinrl her home from

Canada, and in allowing her to stay overnight in their home.

However, the Hearing Committee concludes that none of these

activities constitutes either negligence or incompetence.

The Respondent and his wife were over-involved with

Patient 

in taking her to lunches; in 

C; in

picking her up and dropping her off at home; in sending the

greeting cards:

relationship

with Patient C. They showed poor judgment in hiring Patient 

issues.

Patients B and C did not testify and the Hearing

Committee regrets not having had the benefit of hearing their

testimony.

The Hearing Committee found an overindulasnce on the

part of both the Respondent and his wife in their 

nr greatly exaggerating on many 

impression that she

was either lying 

ton few

witnesses: there was no corroboration of Patient A’5 testimony;

and the Hearing Committee was left with the 

inconclltsive,  leaving

more questions than answers. The Petitioner had 

1.

The testimony of Patient A was 

(Tr.

1315-1316 

to Patient B, when in fact the care was given to Patient A 



Plaza,

Albany, New York, 12237.
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Accorlnts

Management, Corning Tower Building, Room 1344, Empire State 

(30)  days of the effect date of this ORDER to the

New York State Department of Health, Bureau of 

($5,000.00) is

imposed upon the Respondent. Payment of the fine shall be made

within thirty 

,, The Respondent is CENSORED AND REPRIMANDED.

2. A fine in the amount of Five Thousand 

practice of---

medicine.

ORDER

It is hereby ORDERED that

1.

SUSTAINEP charge of fraud in the 

(55,OOO.OO)

dollars for the 

sUSTAINED  and further that he be fined five thousand 

----_--.---.- 

SUSTAI)I_ one charge

of fraud; one charge of willfully making or filing a false report

and one charge of failing to maintain records against the

Respondent.

The Hearing Committee determines that the Respondent

should be CENSURED AND REPRIMANDED for the charges which were

DETERHINATION

The Hearing Committee has voted to 

COMNITTEE  

arcordingly.

HEARING 

concerned that the Respondent’s poor judgment, if not corrected,

may ultimately cross the line of acceptable medical practice in

the future. Hopefully, these Hearings have brought this problem

to the Respondent’s attention and he will respond 



32).
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0 5001: EXECUTIVE LAW 0 
181

CPLR 
171(27);  STATE FINANCE LAW 3 S 

BY THE STATE OF NEW YORK.
THIS INCLUDES BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO THE IMPOSITION OF
INTEREST, LATE PAYMENT CHARGES AND COLLECTION FEES;
REFERRAL TO THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION
AND FINANCE FOR COLLECTION; AND NON-RENEWAL OF PERMITS
OR LICENSES (TAX LAW 

tl,D.

ANY CIVIL PENALTY NOT PAID BY THE DATE PRESCRIBED
HEREIN SHALL BE SUBJECT TO ALL PROVISIONS OF LAW
RELATING TO DEBT COLLECTION 

8, REED-DELANEY, 
J. MORRISON

ARLENE 

FALOON,  M.D.
Chairman

NANCY 

W. WILLIAN 

xsLi( $L&y Lc! &&5‘& 

DATEDI Rochester, New York

3. This ORDER shall be effective upon service on the

Respondent or the Respondent’s attorney by personal services or by

certified or registered mail.



,.
the Appendix) and Patient B, Patient A's husband, at various

times from December 1989 through April 1990 at the Respondent's

office at 6325 Sheridan Drive, Williamsville, New York

14221-4801 (hereafter, the "Office"), and at the residence of

Patient A and B in Buffalo, New York. Patient A was 22 years

old, and Patient B was 27 years old.

~___________~_______~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~X

RONALD M. LEVY, M.D., the Respondent, was authorized to

practice medicine in New York State on June 23, 1969, by the

issuance of license number 103809 by the New York State

Education Department. The Respondent was last registered with

the New York State Education Department to practice medicine for

the period January 1, 1993 through December 31, 1994, from 6325

Sheridan Drive, Williamsville, New York 14221-4801.

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

A. Respondent provided medical care in the form of

psychiatric treatment to Patient A (patients are identified in

: STATEMENT

OF OF

RONALD M. LEVY, M.D. CHARGES

x

IN THE MATTER

_~_____I____________~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

:: STATE BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL MEDICAL CONDUCT
;I STATE OF NEW YORK DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH



(1

Respondent gave gifts to Patient A, including a
crystal, a book on the healing powers of crystals,
and a statue.

Respondent contacted Patient A at her residence
by telephone on numerous occasions to complain
about Respondent's wife, to express love and
affection for Patient A, and to seek emotional
comfort from Patient A.

Respondent suggested that Patient A leave her
husband and move to California with Respondent.

Respondent, while on vacation in Florida in March
1990, spoke to Patient A by telephone and
threatened to commit suicide.

Respondent, between approximately February 12 and
February 23, 1990, engaged in inappropriate contact
with Patient A by physically moving into the residence
of Patient A and her husband, Patient B, in Buffalo,
New York.

Respondent billed for 21 hours of therapeutic services
to Patients A and B on January 18, 1990, which
services were not performed.

Page 2

A's:
appointments and at Patient A's residence, told
Patient A to disrobe in Respondent's presence.

Respondent, from January 1990 through April 1990,
engaged in inappropriate contact with Patient A,
including the following:

a.

b.

C.

d.

A's residence in Buffalo,
New York (hereafter "residence") engaged in physical
contact of a sexual nature with Patient A, including
the following:

a. Respondent
genitals.

fondled Patient A's breasts and

b. Respondent
genitals.

had oral contact with Patient A's

Respondent, on numerous occasions from February 1990
through April 1990 at the office during Patient 

1

2.

3.

4.

5.

Respondent, on numerous occasions from February 1990
through April 1990 at the office during Patient A's
appointments, and at Patient 



: New York.

1. Respondent prescribed an inappropriately large
initial dose of Haldol for Patient B.

2. Respondent, inappropriately prescribed and/or
provided Clomipramine to Patient B, concurrent with
Trazodone, another antidepressant medication.

3. Respondent, between approximately February 12 and
February 23, 1990, engaged in inappropriate contact
with Patient B by physically moving into the residence
of Patient B and his wife, Patient A, in Buffalo, New
York.

Page 3

I

B's residence in Buffalo,’ Respondent's office, and at Patient 
I

1989 through April 1990 at

Sheedy"
for L-thyroxine and synthroid, and requested that
Patient A fill the prescriptions and give the
medication to him.

Respondent, on or about April 20, 1990, willfully
harassed Patients A and B by falsely advising Crisis
Services, a Buffalo, New York suicide prevention
service, that Patients A and B were suicidal and
should undergo a mental health assessment by Crisis
Services as a basis for possible involuntary
commitment.

Respondent provided medical care in the form of

psychiatric treatment to Patient B, a 27 year old male, at

various times from December

6.

7.

8.

9.

B.

Respondent, on numerous occasions from January 1990
through and including April 1990, told Patient A that
she "owed" him for his role in arranging her marriage
to Patient B without preparation and execution of an
ante-nuptial agreement.

Respondent, on at least two occasions from February
1990 through April 1990 at his office, exhibited a
hand gun to Patient A and threatened to commit
suicide.

Respondent, on or about March 22, 1990, gave Patient
A two prescriptions in the name of "Shannon 



by..sending her a card that was personal and intimate
in nature. Patient C was then 17 years old.

Respondent, between approximately May 1992 and August
1992, engaged in inappropriate, nontherapeutic
contact with Patient C, by employing Patient C at his
medical office.

Page 4

,/psychiatric treatment to Patient C, a 14 year old female, at

'various times from April 1988 to March 1989. Respondent

thereafter maintained contact with Patient C.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Respondent, from approximately April 1989 through
September 1989, engaged in inappropriate,
nontherapeutic contact with Patient C, his former
psychiatric patient, by having Patient C (then 15
years old) work in his office on weekends.

Respondent, between approximately May, 1990, and
December, 1990, engaged in inappropriate,
nontherapeutic contact with Patient C, by having
Patient C (then 16 years old) work with him as a
research assistant on topics related to her prior
diagnosis.

Respondent, on several occasions between May 1990 and
May 1992, engaged in inappropriate, nontherapeutic
contact with Patient C, by telling Patient C (then
between 16 and 18 years old) that he loved her.

Respondent, in November 1990, engaged in
inappropriate, nontherapeutic contact with Patient C,
by sending two cards to her that were personal and
intimate in nature. Patient C was then 16 years old.

Respondent, on or about February 20, 1992, engaged in
inappropriate, nontherapeutic contact with Patient C,
by sending her a card that was personal and intimate
in nature. Patient C was then 17 years old.

Respondent, on or about March 5, 1992, engaged in
inappropriate, nontherapeutic contact with Patient C,

C. Respondent provided medical care in the form of‘!



A-6, A and A.7, and/or A and A.9.

Page 5

!
A and A.2, A and 

!I

2. The facts in Paragraphs A and A.l.a, and A and A.l.b,

/
i charges:
I

529.2(a)(2)] in that Petitioner@sec. 6509 and 8 NYCRR Educ. Law ! 

(McKinney Supp. 1993) [formerly N.Y.6530(31) Educ. Law sec./I 

! intimidating a patient either physically or verbally, under N.Y.

A.1.b.

SECOND SPECIFICATION

WILLFUL HARASSMENT, ABUSE, OR INTIMIDATION

Respondent is charged with wilfully harassing, abusing, or

A.1.a and/or A and

529.4(a)(5)] in that Petitioner

charges:

1. The facts in Paragraphs A and 

Educ. Law sec. 6509 and 8 NYCRR 

(McKinney Supp. 1993) [formerly N.Y.6530(44) Educ. Law sec.

SPECIFICATION OF CHARGES

FIRST SPECIFICATION

PHYSICAL CONTACT OF A SEXUAL NATURE

Respondent, a psychiatrist, is charged with misconduct in

the practice of psychiatry by reason of having physical contact

of a sexual nature with a patient, within the meaning of N.Y.



C-4, C and C.5,

Page 6

A.3.d, A and
A.4, A and A.5, A and A.6, A andA.7, and/or A and A.8.

The facts in Paragraphs
B and B.3.

The facts in Paragraph C
and/or C and C.6.

B and B.l, B and B.2, and/or

and C.3, C and 

A.3.c, A and A.3.b, A and 

(McKinney Supp. 1993) [formerly N.Y.

Petitioner charges:

5.

6.

7.

The facts in Paragraphs A and A.l.a, A and A.l.b, A
and A.2, A and 

56509(Z)] in thatEduc. Law

6530(4)Educ. Law sec. !N.Y. 

A-8,
and/or A and A.9.

The facts in paragraphs C and C.3, C and C.4, C and
c.5, and/or C and C.6.

FIFTH THROUGH SEVENTH SPECIFICATIONS

GROSS NEGLIGENCE

Respondent is charged with practicing the profession of

'medicine with gross negligence on a particular occasion under

A.3.c, A and A.5, A and A.6, A and 
A.l.b, A

and A.2, A and 
A.l.a, A and 

29.1(b)(5)] in that Petitioner charges:

3.

4.

The facts in paragraphs A and 

6509(g) and 8 NYCRREduc. Law sec.SUPP. 1993) [formerly N.Y. 

(McKinney6530(20) Educ. Law sec.

THIRD AND FOURTH SPECIFICATIONS

MORAL UNFITNESS

Respondent is charged with conduct in the practice of

medicine which evidences moral unfitness to practice medicine,

within the meaning of N.Y.



A.3.d, A and A.4, A and A.5, A and A.6, A and A.7, A
and A.8, B and B.l, B and B.2, B and B.3, C and C.l,

Page 7

A.3.c, A andA.3.b, A and A.3.a, A and 
A.l.b, A

and A.2, A and 
A.l.a, A and 

§6509(2)] in that Petitioner charges that Respondent

committed two or more of the following:

11. The facts in paragraphs A and 

i Law 
#L

Educ.
I!

(McKinney Supp. 1993) [formerly N.Y. §6530(3) Educ. Law ,/ 
/I/
,I medicine with negligence on more than one occasion under N.Y.

A.3.d, A and A.4, A and A.6, and/or A and A.7.

9. The facts in Paragraphs B and B.l, B and B.2, and/or
B and B.3.

10. The facts in Paragraphs C and C.3, C and C.4, C and
C.5, and/or C and C.6.

ELEVENTH SPECIFICATION

NEGLIGENCE ON MORE THAN ONE OCCASION

Respondent is charged with practicing the profession of

A.3.c, A
and 

A.3.b, A and 

6509(Z)] in that Petitioner charges:

8. The facts in Paragraphs A and 

Educ. Law sec.(McKinney Supp. 1993) [formerly N.Y. 6530(6) 

Educ. Law sec.

EIGHTH THROUGH TENTH SPECIFICATIONS

GROSS INCOMPETENCE

Respondent is charged with practicing the profession of

medicine with gross incompetence under N.Y. 



A.3.d, A and A.4, A and A.6, A and
A.7, A and A.8, B and B.l, B and B.2, B and B.3, C and
C.l, C and C.2, C and C.3, C and C.4, C and C.5, C and
C.6, and/or C and C.7.

Page 8

A.3.c, A and 
A.3.b, A

and 
A.3.a, A and 

§6509(2)].in that Petitioner charges that Respondent

committed two or more of the following:

12. The facts in paragraphs A and 

: Law 

Educ.(McKinney Supp. 1993) [formerly N.Y. §6530(5) Educ. Law 

C and C.2, C and C.3, C and C.4, C and C.5, C and C.6,
and/or C and C.7.

TWELFTH SPECIFICATION

INCOMPETENCE ON MORE THAN ONE OCCASION

Respondent is charged with practicing the profession of

medicine with incompetence on more than one occasion under N.Y.



.

of

1993)

charges

13. The facts in paragraphs A and A.5, A and A.8, and/or
A and A.9.

PETER D. VAN BUREN
Deputy Counsel
Bureau of Professional Medical

Conduct

Page 9

' DATED:
/

§6509(2)] in that Petitioner

that Respondent committed the following:

Educ. Law 

(McKinney Supp

[formerly N.Y. 

§6530(2) Educ. Law 

THIRTEENTH SPECIFICATION

FRAUD IN PRACTICE OF MEDICINE

Respondent is charged with fraud in the practice

medicine under N.Y. 



tile residence of

Patient A and B in Buffalo, New York. Patient A was 22 years

old, and Patient B was 27 years old.

(1
the Appendix) and Patient B, Patient A's husband, at various

times from December 1989 through April 1990 at the Respondent's

office at 6325 Sheridan Drive, Williamsville, New York

14221-4801 (hereafter, the "Office"), and at 

__________________________________--____----___X

RONALD M. LEVY, M.D., the Respondent, was authorized to

practice medicine in New York State on June 23, 1969, by the

issuance of license number 103809 by the New York State

Education Department. The Respondent was last registered with

the New York State Education Department to practice medicine for

the period January 1, 1993 through December 31, 1994, from 6325

Sheridan Drive, Williamsville, New York 14221-4801.

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

A. Respondent provided medical care in the form of

psychiatric treatment to Patient A (patients are identified in

: FIRST AMENDED

OF STATEMENT

RONALD M. LEVY, M.D. OF CHARGES

STATE OF NEW YORK DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
STATE BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL MEDICAL CONDUCT

IN THE MATTER



/
5.

Respondent, on numerous occasions from February 1990
through April 1990 at the office during Patient A's
appointments, and at Patient A's residence in Buffalo,
New York (hereafter "residence") engaged in physical
contact of a sexual nature with Patient A, including
the following:

a. Respondent fondled Patient A's breasts and
genitals.

b. Respondent had oral contact with Patient A's
genitals.

Respondent, on numerous occasions from February 1990
through April 1990 at the office during Patient A's
appointments and at Patient A's residence, told
Patient A to disrobe in Respondent's presence.

Respondent, from January 1990 through April 1990,
engaged in inappropriate contact with Patient A,
including the following:

a.

b.

C.

d.

Respondent gave gifts to Patient A, including a
crystal, a book on the healing powers of crystals,
and a statue.

Respondent contacted Patient A at her residence
by telephone on numerous occasions to complain
about Respondent's wife, to express love and
affection for Patient A, and to seek emotional
comfort from Patient A.

Respondent suggested that Patient A leave her
husband and move to California with Respondent.

Respondent, while on vacation in Florida in March
1990, spoke to Patient A by telephone and
threatened to commit suicide.

Respondent, between approximately February 12 and
February 23, 1990, engaged in inappropriate contact
with Patient A by physically moving into the residence
of Patient A and her husband, Patient B, in Buffalo,
New York.

Respondent billed for 21 hours of therapeutic services
to Patients A and B on January 18, 1990, which
services were not performed.
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/ with Patient B by physically moving into the residence
of Patient B and his wife, Patient A, in Buffalo, New
York.
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2 1. Respondent prescribed an inappropriately large
initial dose of Haldol for Patient B.

Respondent, inappropriately prescribed and/or
provided Clomipramine to Patient B, concurrent with
Trazodone, another antidepressant medication.

3. Respondent, between approximately February 12 and
February 23, 1990, engaged in inappropriate contact

Sheedy"
for L-thyroxine and synthroid, and requested that
Patient A fill the prescriptions and give the
medication to him.

9. Respondent, on or about April 20, 1990, willfully
harassed Patients A and B by falsely advising Crisis
Services, a Buffalo, New York suicide prevention
service, that Patients A and B were suicidal and
should undergo a mental health assessment by Crisis
Services as a basis for possible involuntary
commitment.

B. Respondent provided medical care in the form of

psychiatric treatment to Patient B, a 27 year old male, at

various times from December 1989 through April 1990 at

Respondent's office, and at Patient B's residence in Buffalo,

New York.

/' she "owed" him for his role in arranging her marriage
to Patient B without preparation and execution of an
ante-nuptial agreement.

7. Respondent, on at least two occasions from February
1990 through April 1990 at his office, exhibited a
hand gun to Patient A and threatened to commit
suicide.

8. Respondent, on or about March 22, 1990, gave Patient
A two prescriptions in the name of "Shannon 

6. Respondent, on numerous occasions from January 1990
through and including April 1990, told Patient A that
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Respondent, from approximately April 1989 through
September 1989, engaged in inappropriate,
nontherapeutic contact with Patient C, his former
psychiatric patient, by having Patient C (then 15
years old) work in his office on weekends.

Respondent, between approximately May, 1990, and
December, 1990, engaged in inappropriate,
nontherapeutic contact with Patient C, by having
Patient C (then 16 years old) work with him as a
research assistant on topics related to her prior
diagnosis.

Respondent, on several occasions between May 1990 and
May 1992, engaged in inappropriate, nontherapeutic
contact with Patient C, by telling Patient C (then
between 16 and 18 years old) that he loved her.

Respondent, in November 1990, engaged in
inappropriate, nontherapeutic contact with Patient C,
by sending two cards to her that were personal and
intimate in nature. Patient C was then 16 years old.

Respondent, on or about January 18, 1992, while
driving his car from Canada to the United States
through U.S. Customs Services facilities at the
Rainbow Bridge near Buffalo, N.Y., was stopped and
searched by U.S. Customs Officers. Patient C, then
17 years old, was the only passenger in Respondent's
car.

a. Respondent, on January 18, 1992, engaged in
inappropriate, nontherapeutic contact with
Patient C by travelling with Patient C.

b. During the stop, Respondent variously told Customs
Officers that:

(1) Patient C and he were 'just friends;" Patient
C was his former secretary; Patient C was a former
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C. Respondent provided medical care in the form of

psychiatric treatment to Patient C, a 14 year old female, at

various times from April 1988 to March 1989 Respondent

thereafter maintained contact with Patient C.

1.



!* arranged for Patient D to provide therapeutic
assistance to two others of Respondent's patients.

3. Respondent, in or about January, 1990, divulged
confidential patient information about another of
Respondent's patients to Patient D, including the
patient's psychiatric history, current problems, and
marital situation.
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\ 2. Respondent, in or about January 1990, inappropriately

. 25 caliber pistol.

6. Respondent on or about February 20, 1992, engaged in
inappropriate, nontherapeutic contact with Patient C,
by sending her a card that was personal and intimate
in nature. Patient C was then 17 years old.

7. Respondent, on or about March 5, 1992, engaged in
inappropriate, nontherapeutic contact with Patient C,
by sending her a card that was personal and intimate
in nature. Patient C was then 17 years old.

8. Respondent, between approximately May 1992 and August
1992, engaged in inappropriate, nontherapeutic
contact with Patient C, by employing Patient C at his
medical office.

D. Respondent provided medical care in the form of

psychiatric treatment to Patient D, a thirty-eight year old

female, at various times from August 1989 through April 1990.

1. Respondent, in or about October 1989, in his office
at Sheridan Drive, Williamsville, New York, placed his
hands against the wall around Patient D's shoulders,
and told her, 'I can be the man for you that no other
man can be."

/ (2) Patient C was his current patient for whom he
was providing medications.

C. Respondent made a written and oral declaration
that he had no drugs or weapons in his possession,
when in fact he was found by Customs Officers to
have in his possession a quantity of Darvon,
Xanax, Valium, and a loaded 

.

patient who worked for him "off the books;" and
that

.
.



,' Respondent, in or about February 1990, sought to
employ Patient D in his office variously as a
secretary/receptionist, a research assistant, and a
co-therapist.
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A.l.b,
A and A.2, A and A.6, A and A.7, A and A.9, and/or D
and D.l.

A.l.a, and A and 

929.2(a)(2)] in that
. .

Petitioner charges:

2. The facts in Paragraphs A and 

Educ. Law sec. 6509 and 8 NYCRR N-Y. 

(McKinney Supp. 1993) [formerly6530(31) Educ. Law sec.

A.1.b.

SECOND SPECIFICATION

WILLFUL HARASSMENT, ABUSE, OR INTIMIDATION

Respondent is charged with willfully harassing, abusing,

or intimidating a patient either physically or verbally, under

N.Y. 

A.1.a and/or A and

929.4(a)(5)] in that Petitioner

charges:

1. The facts in Paragraphs A and 

Educ. Law sec. 6509 and 8 NYCRR 

(McKinney Supp. 1993) [formerly N.Y.6530(44) Educ. Law sec.

SPECIFICATION OF CHARGES

FIRST SPECIFICATION

PHYSICAL CONTACT OF A SEXUAL NATURE

Respondent, a psychiatrist, is charged with misconduct in

the practice of psychiatry by reason of having physical contact

of a sexual nature with a patient, within the meaning of N.Y.



A.3.d, A and
A.4, A and A.5, A and A.6, A and A.7, and/or A and A.8.

7. The facts in Paragraphs B and B.l, B and B.2, and/or
B and B.3.
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A.3.c, A and A.3.b, A and 
A.l.b, A

and A.2, A and 
A.l.a, A and 

56509(Z)] in that Petitioner charges:

6. The facts in Paragraphs A and 

Educ. Law 

(McKinney Supp. 1993) [formerly N.Y.6530(4) Educ. Law sec.

C.S.c, C and C.6, and/or C and
c.7.

5. The facts in Paragraph D and D.l.

SIXTH THROUGH NINTH SPECIFICATIONS

GROSS NEGLIGENCE

Respondent is charged with practicing the profession of

medicine with gross negligence on a particular occasion under

N.Y. 

2), C and 

A.3.c, A and A.5, A and A.6, A and A.8,
and/or A and A.9.

4. The facts in Paragraphs C and C.3, C and C.4, C and
C.5.b (1 and 

A-2, A and 
A.l.b, A

and 
A.l.a, A and 

29.1(b)(5)] in that Petitioner charges:

3. The facts in Paragraphs A and 

6509(g) and 8 NYCRREduc. Law sec.SUPP. 1993) [formerly N.Y. 

(McKinney6530(20) Educ. Law sec.

THIRD THROUGH FIFTH SPECIFICATIONS

MORAL UNFITNESS

Respondent is charged with conduct in the practice of

medicine which evidences moral unfitness to practice medicine,

within the meaning of N.Y.



§6509(2)] in that Petitioner charges that Respondent

committed two or more of the following:
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Educ.

Law 

(McKinney Supp. 1993) [formerly N.Y. §6530(3) Educ. Law 

C.S.a, C and C.6 and/or C and C.7.

13. The facts in Paragraphs D and D.l, D and D.2, D and
D.3 and/or D and D.4.

FOURTEENTH SPECIFICATION

NEGLIGENCE ON MORE THAN ONE OCCASION
. .

Respondent is charged with practicing the profession of

medicine with negligence on more than one occasion under N.Y.

A.3.d, A and A.4, A and A.6, and/or A and A.7.

11. The facts in Paragraphs B and B.l, B and 8.2, and/or
B and B.3.

12. The facts in Paragraphs C and C.3, C and C.4, C and

A.3.c, A
and 

A.3.b, A and 

6509(2)] in that Petitioner charges:

10. The facts in Paragraphs A and 

Educ. Law sec.(McKinney Supp. 1993) [formerly N.Y. 6530(6) 

Educ. Law sec.

C.S.a, C and C.6 and/or C and C.7.

9. The facts in Paragraphs D and D.l, D and D.2, D and
D.3, and/or D and D.4.

TENTH THROUGH THIRTEENTH SPECIFICATIONS

GROSS INCOMPETENCE

Respondent is charged with practicing the profession of

medicine with gross incompetence under N.Y. 

.

8. The facts in Paragraph C and C.3, C and C.4, C and

.



§6509(2)] in that Petitioner charges

that Respondent committed the following:

Page 10

Educ. Law 

(McKinney Supp. 1993)

[formerly N.Y. 

§6530(2) Educ. Law 

C.S.a, C
and C.6, C and C.7, C and C.8, D and D.l, D and D.2,
D and D.3, and/or D and D.4.

SIXTEENTH SPECIFICATION. .

FRAUD IN PRACTICE OF MEDICINE

Respondent is charged with fraud in the practice of

medicine under N.Y. 

A.3.d, A and A.4, A and A.6, A and
A.7, A and A.8, B and B.l, B and B.2, B and B.3, C and
C.l, C and C.2, C and C.3, C and C.4, C and 

A.3.c, A and 
A.3.b, A

and 
A.3.a, A and 

§6509(2)] in that Petitioner charges that Respondent

committed two or more of the following:

15. The facts in paragraphs A and 

Educ.

Law 

(McKinney Supp. 1993) [formerly N.Y. 36530(S) Educ. Law 

D-2, D and
D.3, and/or D and D.4.

FIFTEENTH SPECIFICATION

INCOMPETENCE ON MORE THAN ONE OCCASION

Respondent is charged with practicing the profession of

medicine with incompetence on more than one occasion under N.Y.

C.S.a, C and
C.6, C and C.7, C and C.8, D and D.l, D and 

C-2, C and C.3, C and C.4, C and 

A.3.d, A and A.4, A and A.5, A and A.6, A and A.7, A
and A.8, B and B.l, B and B.2, B and B.3, C and C.l,
C and 

A.3.c, A andA.3.b, A and A.3.a, A and 
A.l.b, A

and A.2, A and 
A.l.a, A and 14. The facts in paragraphs A and 
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PETER D. VAN BUREN
Deputy Counsel
Bureau of Professional Medical

Conduct
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DATED: Albany, New York

C.S.b.2.

1993), in that Petitioner charges:

18. The facts in Paragraph C and 

(McKinney Supp. 

6530(32)9 Educ. Law 

C.5.c.

EIGHTEENTH SPECIFICATION

FAILING TO MAINTAIN RECORDS

Respondent is charged with failing to maintain a record for

Patient C which accurately reflects the evaluation and treatment

of Patient C, within the meaning of N.Y. 

1993), in that Petitioner charges that

Respondent committed the following:

17. The facts in Paragraphs C and 

(McKinney Supp. 

$6530(21)Educ. Law 

C.S.b(l and 2).

SEVENTEENTH SPECIFICATION

WILLFULLY MAKING OR

FILING A FALSE REPORT

Respondent is charged with willfully making or filing a

false report, within the meaning of N.Y. 

.

16. The facts in paragraphs A and A.5, A and A.8, A and
A.9, and/or C and 


