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HEALTH ADVISORY:   

 
FALSE CLAIM LINKING VACCINES TO AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER 

 

 
 
 The New York State Department of Health is issuing messaging to refute false claims 

that vaccination causes autism.  
 Credible scientific research assures us that vaccines are safe.  Meanwhile, the eƯects 

of infectious disease can be severe, long-lasting, and fatal. 
 There is no evidence that vaccinations cause autism.  
 Autism has no single cause.i It is attributable to a combination of factors, including 

genetics.ii,iii,iv,v,vi  
 Autism rates are increasing even among unvaccinated children.vii 
 Current science suggests that the increase is primarily attributable to changing 

diagnostic criteria and better detection of autism.viii 
 Delaying or skipping vaccinations can have severe consequences for individual health, 

safety, and community protection. 
 Clinicians should continue recommending and administering immunizations 

when medically indicated and patients should continue to be made aware of 
severe and life-threatening risks from delaying or refusing vaccinations for 
themselves and their children. 

 For more information regarding the safety and eƯicacy of immunizations, please visit 
the Department’s website, 
https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/vaccine_safety/. 
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